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Burrowing 
13iack l)eppcr Germplasm to the 

Nematode (Radopholus similis) ' 
The burrowing nematode, /("do

pllO/IfS slmi/i,\' is the 1110st COJllJllOll 

endoparasitic nematode infesting black 
pepper (Piper lIigrum L.). This nematode 
is reported to be the likely jlrimary 
incitant of 'slow wilt' disease of black 
pepper (Venkitesan and Selly, 1977). 
Pew black pepper cultivars wcre screened 
agaillst this IlClllJlouc for locating source 

o[ resistance / tolerance (Venkitesan anel 
Setty, 1978). The results of screening 
using 30 cultivars anel3 6 wild collections 
a vaila bIe in the germpl aSl11 collection of 
National Resc arcb Centre, Calicut, are 
presented in this report (Table I). 

Tab'le I. 

ROOLCc\ CllllillgS of" cullivars ;-llld 

wild collcctions wcrc raised in methyl 
Reaction of cultivars/wilcl collections to R. Sil11ilis 

Cultivars Nematode 
Wild Nmlla(oc!c popui<ltioll/ 

collections population! gram root 
gl'am root 

Malamundi 
2110 VTP No. 158 1120 Arakulamunda 
4100 

176 3270 N eyyatinkaramundi 
1600 

" 179 1750 Chengannoorkodi 
508 

18'! 2100 Velthakaniyakadan 
700 

191 850 Cheriyakaniyak<;ldan 
3750 

193 1150 Kaniyakaclal1 
3733 

" 221 4400 
KalluvaUy 

4100 
" 222 3150 Perumkodi 

3270 241 3210 Tekkan 
2170 253 1270 Thulamundi 
1300 259 870 ,Cheriyakaniyakadal1 
t840 261 1270 Valiynkaniyakadan 3,t20 266 1570 KuthuravaUi 
3533 269 2100 Balankotta 
1260 280 970 Kottanadan 
900 281 10lQ Karimunda 

3171 
" 288 571 Collection No. 801 

1560 298 15,00 812 3240 299 3560 813 2220 325 2170 879 850 332 3910 920 1870 368 1020 933 1000 369 980 Vellenamban* Yohanankodi:' Kuzhivelikodi'" 539 1950 Panniyur-J"II' Cholamundi'~ Cheruvalli-' VTP Nos. 139 1 151'~ 196* 216'" 230* 258'" 290'" 
Narayakodi'l< 

291' 301' 353 ~ 370* 970" * No roots were 
available for estimating nematode population as the roots were completely ·damaged. 

* Contribution No. 514 o[ Central Plantntion Crops Research Institule, :(C/sara.Qod 
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