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The sub-task force for pepper appointed by the 
Government of India estimated that about 40 million 
rooted pepper cuttings will be required by 1995 for 
,various planting programmes. The 'Governments of 
Kerala and Karnataka have already taken steps to 

produce rooted cuttings of Karimunda and Panniyur 
1 using the rapid multiplication method. The NRCS 
has been identified to supply nueles materials of 
elite lines of Karimunda which is the most sought 
after pepper cultiver. In this context it became neces­
sary to identifyn some I high yielding Karimunda 
lines for passing on to the extension agencies for 
large scale multiplication. 

Karimunda is the' most popular and preferred 
pepper cultivar grown in Kerala. A preliminary 
black survey conducted during 1981-'82 revealed 
much variability In this cullivar (Ratnambal, 
Ravindranand Nair, 1987). The demand for planting 
materials of Karimunda is very high and the runner 
shoots for raising them are being collected indis­
criminatelY'j;~ This leads to the lack of uniformity, 
stability in yield'and q~ality among the vines, A 
need is felt for developing some suitable high' 
yielding lines of Kar'lmunda. A selection pro­
gra"1me was therefore, .initiated during 1981·82, 
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MATERIALS AND METHODS: 

I n order to assess the spectrum of variability a 
survey was taken up in;'1981 in which 115 randomly 
selected vines from.21 gardens from three districts 
were studied (Ratnambal, Ravindran and Nair, 
1987). Based on the information gathered in this 
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