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ABSTRACT 

Spices production technology with major thrust on pepper based cropping system and/or r~lising 
pepper as mixed crop in coconut garden was implemented through lab· to-land programme (LLP) in three 
villages comprising ]85 farm families in Koihikkode district during 1979-85. Bench-mark survey. 
farm plan for indi\'idual farmer and supply of inputs were carried out. A critical assessment at the end ~f 
the programme at Muthukad village showed that 98 % of the farm families cooperated with the project. 
Pepper has become the most popular crop amongst the farmers and in the pepper based cropping system 
the mean yield per pepper "inc was 1.13 kg whereas in the mixed cropping system, yield was 0.90 kg. 
The mean yicld obtained in the case of ginger cuitivar (Himachal) and turmeric (mixed local) was 24 and 
36 Mt/ha, respectively. The mean per capita iudex per family was 1.99. Fifteen to twenty per cent 
additional employment Was also generated. 

INTRODUCTION 

About seventy per cent of agricultural 
technological innovations developed in India 
have not reached the farming community 
(Prasad, Choudhary and Nayar, 1987). The 
Lab-tei-Land (LLP) programme was launched 
by National Research Centre for Spices 
(NRCS), Kozhikkode during 1979-85. The 
objectives of the programme were to adopt 
small and marginal farmers and agricultural 
labourers and to educate them on the latest 
High Production Technology (HPT) of 
spices. The programme also aimed at diver
sification of labour utilisation and to provide 
additional employment. It was also aimed 
to identify the constraints in the low adop
tion of technology and to establish good 
rapport between scientists and farmers, 
thereby improving their economic and social 
status. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The programme was implemented in two 
phases extending six years. During the 
first phase (l979-8l), eighty-nine farm 
families in the Harijan colony at ,Panni
kottur village (two km from Peruvanna
muzhi) was adopted and black pepper 
(c.v_ Panniyur-I and Karimunda) was 
introduced as a mixed crop in coconut 
gardens. Pepper was trailed on El'ytill'illa 
indica planted in the interspaces of coconut. 

During the second phase (\ 982-85) sixty 
farm families ill the Muthukad village 
(four !em from Pcruvannamuzhi) was adopt
ed and pepper based cropping system was 
introduced, using Erythrilla as standard. 
Forty farm families at Chelavoor, adjacent to 
N RCS Campus, Chclavoor was also adopted 

during this phase, In this village pepper 
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