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Rootad sl.ngm noda cumng producad by the

- mixture.
" planted single nodes should be

A& new technique for propa-
gating black pepper from single
nodes of field grown 'vines has
bsen developed at the National
Research Centre for Spices,
Calicut, The technique is very
simple and specially suited to
small and marginal farmers, [t
is as follows ; .

Apit of 2mxTmx05m is
to be prepared undar a cool
shaded area in the farm. Single

- nodes with approximately 8-10

conlimeter length and their leaf
intact, taken from runner shoots
of fleld grown vines are jto be
planted In polythane bags (26 x
16 ¢cm, 200 gauge) having thres
proportions at the lower half
filled with a mixtura of sand, soll,
coir dust and cowdug in equa,
proportion. The single nodes
are 1o be planted in .the polythene
bags in such a way so as their
leaf axil will rest abave the potting
The poly bags with the

arranged in the pit. In a pit of
the above size approximately 160
bags can be kept. After keeping

nsw mathod (left} and 3 noded contro! (right)

the bags in the pit, the pit should
ba covered with a polythene sheet.
This sheat may be sescured in
position by placing  stones,
waights etc. on the corners.  The
cuttings should be watered st
least fiva times a day with a rose
can. Every time immediately
after watering the pit should be
cavered with the polythana sheet,

it is available to drench the
cutting - two-thrge times  with
Fytolan {2 g/litre).

After two-threa weeks of

planting the cuttings will start
producing roots, These roots will
be visible through the polythene
bags. After the initlation of root-
ing water may be raducad three-
four times a day. After about one
moth healthy shoots start emerging
from the leaf axil. At this stage
it is advisable to keep the pit
open for about one hour per. day
s0 that the cuttings will not suffer

from any “’shock™ whan they. arg

taken out of the p:t

The cuttings can be taken out
of the pit after two months of
planting. Once taken out, they
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should be invarlably kept in a
shaded place and watered twice
a day, These cuttings wil: ba. o
ready for field plaiiting after a sout
another 24 months, By 1this
method 80-86 per cent succoss
can be obtained. Foliar appli-
cation of nutrient solution will
enhance the growth ~of the
cuttings. :

Advantagos of thils method 1

1. - Simple, cheap and quick

2. Cuttings are ready to plant in

. the field after about 4-4}
months, as compared to six
- months In bamboo-method,

3. Spocially suited to small and
marginal farmers,

4. Eifactive utilization of runnor
shoots as single nodes era
~used for: planting : In this
.method Instead of threa nodes
_in the conventional method.

.Sallent polntn to be takon

care of:
1, Keep, the leaf intact in. the
cutting.

2. ' Cuttings should be taken from
healthy wines oniy.

3. Regular watering should ba
done, ; oo
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