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NEW TAX“ 0F ”’fﬂ? (PIPERACEAE) FROM SJLENT VALLEY FUHEST KERALA‘_ T

PN RAYJNDRAN M K NAIR and R ASOKAN NAIR

_ * '_ | f--f '3 = Natmna! lgerearch Cenyre for SptC‘ES, Ca[tcu! 073 013

;: . Durmg the couree of a. stu y on the Pzper lateral rabs the ﬁrst arises near the petxole and_‘ '
" spp. of Silent- Valley I’orcsts (Pa ghat District, - the. Other about 0.5 cm above, ribs more prono-
Kerala State)‘two hltherto unreported taxa: of- ~unced on. the dorsal side, petiole very short, 0.3+
' Thies _'&I;cnbed below 0.5 oms Iong and quite glabrous spikes 2.5- 3.5
ndran, M. K emis Iong, ascending; peduncle very -short, 02m
rsp' nov,, o 03cms !ong, glabrouls, furrowed ‘when.. drly;. S
e never Ionger than‘petio H bracts orbicular, pel-
- Don afﬁms - tate, stalked, iO 07 cms in- diameter; ﬂowers
iructlf‘ bris eiongatls b .
isexual, stamens two, very short; anthers 2
cm! )ng:s ﬂOI‘lbUS "lobcd remf‘orm and attached transversely at the
.tip-of the hlament dehlscmg by longxtudmal_
cleft; ovary globoxd astylocarpellous, stigma -~
mmute and 3- lobed erIlt a small drupe, mature_' o
one :&O ! cm across and’ sl:ghtly longer-length- -
mse, obov1te in shape w:th struatlons, pungent, .
o e . Rare, dlfﬁcult to dlstmguxsh f'rom P:per
HOLOTYPE : j ':"j ected - from , mu!lewa unless in frultmg :
Silent Vallcy For,sts_-KeraIa, Inch on §-4-1981 Piper nigrum L. var, hu-tellosum R, Asokan &
and dcposned inithe: Herbarzum, ‘Nationa] Res- .~ PN, Ravmdran rar. nov, o
or icut, Jridia and BS_f -~ P.nigio’L. aﬂmls tamen d:ﬂ'erent bracte:s
| at hlrtellls Spicarum; : L
~ Allied: to‘P:per mgrum L but dlstmctly'
dlﬁ"ers from itin "ﬁhavmg hlretellous_bracts :
‘ both young and mature sp kes AT
e te ntlrely §la 'rous snpu - HOLOTYPE PNR. & RAN 386 Collec-“-“
- les small, tdteraliy used_to form;a lanceate - ted f‘rom S:Ient Veliey Forests, Kerala, Ind:a‘
- Structure. of 0.3-0; ,b'ng, ‘ghi"rSuje and- deci- -~ on 24- -4-1986, and. deposxted in -the - herbanum, '
S al 8 Ipuo !an eate, some- | l‘Natlonal Research Centre for Splces. Callcut .

" ,spxkes '2 5

nina iﬂ 35 cms., Ind:a and in the BSI Herbarmm (Madras Her- g
: &Ja TOus 4 n both;»:des, base acu e, "more-‘Or banum) Coimbatore, . :
- les¥™ asymmétr:c, TP caudate acu:immte often ' Robust shrubby cl:mber stems terete
bent lamma prommently nbbed B of 2. palrs of
TR I ‘g"g R
iy Y
:- pooe
U I L
i |
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' Fig. 1, 'Pip"q r silentvalleyensis P.N, Ravindra‘n‘; M,K.:N_gir._& R-;f:Asokan"Nair" :

1.'A fruitingjpranch 2, An entire spike -

3 A pOrtiori of “the Splke-e'nlarged'

4, Stamen (dghisced). 35, Fruu 6. Bract surface wew f‘7 Bract -laleral view.

alternate, broadly ovate- elhpt:c coriaceous and_

glabrous on both sides; famina 7.0-18.0 cm'
long, 3.0-10.0cm broad, {leaf tip acuminate,
' base almost unequal -and oblique, obtuse or
cordate sometimes, lémma prominently ribbed,

‘.' buted, having a. smgle spherical - ovary, about’
+0.2 cmilong, “astylocarpellous with 3-4 PdP‘I'-

commonly 3 or often 2. piirs of lateral ribs,
more conspicuous on the dlorsal side, the basal

pairs almost opposite and ‘the anterior-most one

generalily alternate; petiole|l.2-2.5 cm long, gla-
brous and furrowed; stipples lanceate about
1.5 cmn long, glabrous_and{ deciduous; fruiting

i
1
!
f

“hairs; bracts adnate . to rachis, upper.

splkes long, droopng, 5.0-17.0 ¢cm long, PEdu'
ncle glabrous except for one or two- ..sf..,f.f s of

llke thh a decurrent base hlrtellous on . the
outer Slde ﬂowers more or less distantly distri-

late stigmatic-lobes; fruit” a drupe, spherigl
mature one about 0.7 cm in diameter, - pungent. | -
turns red when ripe; seed- smgle g_.,lobose

“floury endosperm N _ . |
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?3 | 1. A fruiting b
spike enlargs
male plant unknown,
ACKNOWLEDGEME
| The authors .exﬁ'lfessgtheir :
|{ to'Prof. K. M. Mathew S..J,, R

'@rium, St ?Jose-ph?sﬂf-Cbl'lfe'g;e, T

rum L. var. hirtellosum R. Aspkén-'& P.N. Ravindran

ench 2, Mature female spike 3, A portion of the
d 4, Mature fruit 5. Pistil - 6; Bract-side view

. Tamil Nadu for the Latin translation of the
QTS ﬂesc;jptibns and for a critical reading of the

. manuscript, One of the authors (RAN) is thank-
ep gratitude fy] 15 JCAR fora research fellowship under. a

pinat Herba- (55 fund scheme.
ruchirappalli, '

169




- He also cited many. collect!

Kamble

‘ctions of W, Woodrow fro&n Karachl in Sind.

Naseer, Y. (1975) descnbco
gave its illustration in - the - Jf

Pakistan. Both thesc distric

stan, Karachi 'and; Hydea
Indis Delta from where 4sp

“lora of Pakistan,
ns_from Batuchi-
bad districts of
s are the parts of
aragus deltae Blatt,

was described. The geograpimcal distribution. of

O. baccatus and report of 4. '
same region also supports
specimens of 4. deltae as O
A. deltae Blatt. is a: taxon
0. baccatus Delile (Resedace
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