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Abstract 

A method for micropropagation of large cardamom (Amomum 
subulatum) is reported. Rhizome buds were activated to grow in 
Murashige and Skoog basal medium supplemented with 3% sucrose 
and 0.5 mgJ! kinetin. The sprouted buds were multiplied at the rate 
of 5-10 shoots per culture in Murashige and Skoog medium 
supplemented With 1.0 mgP benzylaminopurine and 0.5 mgP indole-
3-butyric acid. The shoots rooted in the same medium. The in vitro 
regenerated plantiets could be established in the soil with 90 per cent 
success. 

Key words: Amomum subulatum, large cardamom, micropropagation. 

Abbreviations 

BAP : 6-Benzylaminopurine 

IBA : Indole-3-butyric acid 

Kin : Kinetin 

MS : Murashige and Skoog medium 

NAA : =-Naphthaleneacetic acid 

Large cardamom (Amomum subulatum 
Roxb.), a tall perennial rhizomatous 
zingiberaceous herb is the most impor
tant c'ash crop of Sikkim and also parts 
of north eastern states and West Bengal 
in India. The seeds are used as a 
flavouring agent in many culinary prepa
rations and also find their application in 
medicine and industry. This paper re
ports protocols for micropropagation of 
large cardamom. 

Rhizomes were collected from potted 
plants, after drenching with 0.3% cop
per oxychloride at 3 day intervals for 
obtaining contamination free cultures. 
These rhizomes were washed throughly 
in running tap water and treated with 
0.3% copper oxychloride and Teepol for 
1 h. The rhizomes were then washed 
and young sprouting buds were excised 
along with a portion of the rhizome and 
treated with 0.1% mercuric chloride 








