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Two new taxa; of Piper (Pipcraceac) from l(el'al.l, 
India with a note on their origin al. u in ter­
relationshipsl 
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Natiollal J[ escnrch Centre (or Spices 
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Two new tnxa of Pi p CI', P. slIJj(J.lldh i unu V SlllJ(llldhi vHl' . /Jl'eui,Ji/is 
ure described from Suganu hugiri project uren of We s Ler n GhnLs 
in South India. They urc related 1.0 Piper II iii I'll II!, V lJ,t1ealllll1 
and P. tl'ichostncftyon. Morphologi cal and eco logi cal ev iu ences 
point La Lh eir origin through hybriu isn Li on in vo lving these Lhree 
species. T hei r . i nLer·re laLionsh i ps ure d iscl1ssed . 
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The gen us Piper Iin s been ;'eporLeu to . 
havc 13 s pec ies in the WesLern Ghats 
(Ga mbl e 1925) and is economi ca l very 
imporLnntns iL y ields the black pepiler 
ofconlln erce , th e most widely useu s pi ce 
in the world, Hnd also the beLe l len f, an 
important ma sLi catory used in Asia. In 
allY effo r t to improve these crops, the 
wild species of Lhe genus nrc of greaL 
importunce as source of u sefu l genes. 
UllforLu nately the re has noL bee n a con · 
ce rLed erforL for II co mprehens ive revi ­
sion of the ge n us Pipcl' occurin i~ in 
penin sular In dia. T he I.reatll!ents of 
I-looke r ( 1886) HnJ Gamb le (in:i) arc 
outti uLe J !lIld inauequaLe Hnd sl! veral 
Il ew Laxa hn ve bee n ui scovered anu de­
scribeu in the recent pa st (J~avindran 
JU90; Havinurall, Nair & Nair 1987 ; 
Huvil1ural1 el Cli . l.DUU; H1Ibu el (1/. 1UnJ 

fr 0l11 thi s Hesearch Ce l1 tre a s part of a 
rev isiona ry wo rk 0 11 SouLh Indian Lax a 
of Jlipcf' . 

lJ urin g the cour sc of' our ex pl ol'llt iolls ill 
Lh e Western GhaLs , Lhc lla Live h Olll C !lIl d 
ce ntre of di vers ity fo r bla ck pepper (V 

"ilil',,;n L.), we ui scovered trIO inLer est ­
ing tuxa, co · ex i ~ tillg with oLh er s pec ies 
or. the genu s, in Lhe tropica l eve rgreen 
forests in th c Su gnn dha gi ri pnjecl area 
Ht Vy tltiri, Wy nad, Kerala (j\IlOIlYllI OUS 
)!.JUUJ. On del.ail l' d s l.u ,I;"s , lin,y we re 
rO ll nci to be quite d is tincL t " ·'1 a ll known 

, " \ 
tn,, ;) uf Piller anel hcn cc \ rl ~ " descrihed 
here ns n e w . . T in s petl,' ()c epiLh e t 
Silliru/(llii is ailcr + lt c ty pe iocnlity, 
S ug,ulldhng ir i. Th c ~f{; taxa a ssu me grci lL 
in!portance a s they Hr() viti e 50111e indi ca · 
Li v is Lu th eir p n i i) ~ ~.~~c o ri f~ ill , whi ch ill 
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ICn llLri uuLiun Nu. l 2G urNaLi"" ,,1 Hosearc" CCllLri i'u r Spi ce", C"l icul · G7:J (']2, Kernl " , I"di ". 
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