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I A high yielding selection (Coli . . 8i2) fYo'nl 'the germplasmj nariied' 
, " I c '~ournami:I' was tolerant\ to' rOOt-Kn,at ~~'matode " ('Mel~idogyne 

.lI' \ incognita), tlamagmg roots ofblaGk pepper. and 'oausingyellowirtg· \ 
, I i ,I;. of leaves qnd significant yield decline .. ",'Vhis'selec~ion . whElO " 

tested for its comparative yield perfoT/mince, was on par ·witHi" . 
. · ~1mund~ and Panniyur-I a,nd wa~ . ~ecam,'re1l1ed i~~r. ~rl~ar~; ,. "".' 
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hitroductir' n ' I . ' .. fication ·of a line tolerant to this nema-
I . . . tod'e., Thedletai1s,, ~~. t~is ?t,lltivar .are 

l}lack pepper f"om the perennial climb. ; pr:e~e':lted l,I.er~. ~~I!I ,'c )"n ... 
iog vine Piper ni'!l!lm L. is the .oldest . 
and- the most im-p,','tant spice of the Maferiiils"and1nibiliods' ,. 
~orld. Indiai~onc \ r- th'emajorproducer .' I H,}l hI,,' )!llutl,Wr", 
, nd \ exporte~ of tillS spice. In India, Rooted cuttings of black pepper culti
productvity of hlar' f pepper is low due vars were raised in methybromide fu
to cultivation of a ! frge number oflow migated soil mixture (sand', rarest soil 
yielding g'notypes tfupled with damage and cowdung 'at 1:2:1 ratio) contained 
caused lby IW ts and pathogens. The in polyt)lene bags (15 x 10 em). At 4 to 
root-kno~' (il \Datode (Meloidogyne in- 5 leaf sta'ge, 5 plants of each accession 
cognita) i~ ·. ,ie of ~he major nematode were inoculated with 1000 freshly 
pests ofbla~k peppe besidesRadoplwlus p,atch,ed 'second stag~ juveniles of M. 
similisi ' This nem~tode damages roots, ; incpgnita per plan~ . ,~,nd majljtained in 
causing yellowing.l of foliage which in . the green,hou.~e, Four months after in
turn leads to consil:!erable yield reduc: ·· . oculation, the plants were carefully re
tion. At the Natio~al Research Centre moved from polythene bags and the roots 
for Spices. Calicutj expe"iments are in ,,(ere washed free of soil particles. Root 
progress to evolve high yielding variet, 'infection was ,assessed using root-knot 
ies resistant to major pests andpatho: ' ind'ex on 0-5 scale <Taylor,& Sasser 1978) 
gens. Initial stud\es led to the ide~ti- . where 0 is immune and 5 is highly 
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