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t\\.:~r. Y.R. Sarma Takes Over as' Ne~ Director of 

India'n Institute of Spices Res:earch, Kozhikode 

Dr. Y.R. Sarma, former Head 'in charge, Plant Protection Division, Indian 
Institute of Spices Research, Kozhikode is the new Director of t,be Institute. 

\ " 

Dr. Y.R Sarma. 

I 

i 
J 

A plant pathologist of national fame, Dr. Y.R. Sarma is a recipient of 
Dr. M. Puttarudriah Memorial, Award as well as VASV1K Research Award 
1997 and has more than 28 years of research experience in disease and 

disease management of spices and plantation crops. 
"-

A Ph.D in Botany from S.Y., University, Thirupathi , Dr. Y.R. Sarma had 
Post doctoral training from University of C~lifornia, Riverside, USA. 

Indian Institute of Spices Research 
P.O. No: 1701; Marikunnu P.O; Kozhikode • 673 012, Kerala 
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An expert in Phytophthora disease of spices and 

plantation crops, Dr. Sarma has published 106 
research papers, 14 popular articles and edited 
5 books besides guiding seven Ph.D students, He 

is also the coordinator of the national network on 
Phytophfhora diseases of horticultural crops 
[pHYTONET) operating at 9 centres in the country, 

He also serves as a member of expert committees 
on various bodies including the Dept. of 
Biotechnology, Govt. of India. 

Dr. Y. R. Sarma is a consultant to Indo Swiss 

programme on ginger diseases in Sikkim and to 
Andhra Pradesh Forest Development Corporation 

(APFDq. 

Dr. P.N. Ravindran, Project Coordinator (Spices), 
was the acting Director of lISR, Kozhikode till the 

joining of Dr. Y.R. Sarma as Director. 

Dr. K.V. Peter leaves IISR, Kozhikode 

- ~.' . ...... ,: .. ~~.;~.J1£2~1 ~.~.' .:a '.f' 'i .. 'i.' . . ' . ' . , .... :::' '/, 'f.~! 
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Farewell :10 Dr. K,Y. Peter 
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RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS 

Germplasm enrichment 

A total of 108 Piper accessions were collected, 

consisting of 64 wild types and 44 cultivars, from 
Sirsi, Sagar and Coorg (KarnatakaJ Idukki & 
Kottayam (Kerola). In turmeric, five collections were 

made including C. caesia (black turmeric I from 
AICRPS (Pundibari). Thirteen ginger accessions 
were also collected from Karnataka, West Bengal 

& Nepal. Four collections of Vanilla, viz., V. 
pi/ifera, V. vatsa/ae, V. thahitens;s and V. pianifo/ia 
with variegated leaves were also collected. 

Heterosis in cardamom 

Hybrids clones of cardamom viz. CCS-l X NKE-12 

and NKE-19 X NKE-27 exhibited good heterosis 
for plant height and number of tillers/plant. 

'Drought tolerant black pepper 

'Black pepper accessions 4216 an 4226 are 

identified as relatively tolerant to water stress. 

Biotechnology 

In vitro multiplication has been induced in Piper 
cubeba and Piper aftenuatum. The in vitro genebank 

has been strengthened by the addition of P. cubeba, 
P. attenuatum and seed spices viz., Nigelfa sativa 
and Trachyspermum ommii, 

Grafting black pepper & Tree Spices 
'" 

Grafting of black pepper onto P.coiubrinum helps 
the vines to avoid 'foot rot disease. More than one 

Aft f . ht tf I O' t f method is availa'ble for grafting pepper. Survival er a span 0 e'9 even u years as ,ree or,o ' , 

IISR K h"k d D K V P t I' . h d th'" rate after 3 years of field planting of grafts , oz I 0 e, r. .. e er re mquls e e,. . 
charge of Director to take over as Director of . indicated doubl,e root stock method as the best 

R h K I A 
. J I U ' . T' ,one (88.9%) followed by tongue and saddle 

esearc, era a' gncu tura nlverslty, rlSsur. f . 
D · th F D K Y P I I ' gra ting (61,1 %). urrng e te nure 0 r . " ete r, tne n stltute ' 

received many awards and attained ~ationa l ' 
fame. The scientists and staff members gave him 
a memorable and very affectionate send, off, 

However, P. colubrinum root stock has been found 

to be affected by mealy bugs at the collar reg ion 

and root system resulting in death of the grafts. 
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Myristica beddomei and M. ma/abarica are 

found to be compatible root stock for approach 

grafting of the cultivated nutmeg M.fragrans. 
Grafting of clove on Syzigium beynianum root 
stock proved successful. 

Serological detection of Ralstonia 
solanacearum 

Evaluation of\ Dot Immuno Binding Assay Kit 

(NCMElISA) developed by International Potato 
" . 

Centre (CIP Lima Peru) indicated the adaptability 
of the kit for det~Ction of bacterial pathogens in 

\ ' 
ginger samples. '" --Screening black pepper 'or disease 
resistance 

Three accessions of black pepper including HP-
295 showed resistance reaction in the initial 
screening/f~el.d trials against Phytophthora capsici. 

Compatibility of potassiull! pho
sphonate and biocontrol agent 

The activity of potassium phosphon~te against P. 
capsici in black pepper at the recommended dose 
of 3 mi·' declines after 4 days. Studies with higher 
concentrations of potassium phosphonate indi
cated that the chemical @ 6-10 ml ~ could give 
greater protection upto 30 days after drenching 
without any phytotoxicity. In a pot culture experi
ment with biocontrol agents alone and in combi
nation with potassium phosphonate, againstroot 
rot, showed least mortality in treatment with a 
combination of Verticillium tenerum and potas
sium phosphonate (1 1.1 %) followed by 
Trichoderma virens and T. harzianum in combina

tion with potassium phosphonate (16.6%) com
pared to control (83.3%\ 

New inoculation technique for screen
ing of ginger for bacterial wilt 

A simple inoculation technique is standardized to 

screen germplasm of ginger for bacterial wilt 

JULY 1999 - JUNE 2000 

tolerance. The technique is very rapid and easy. 

Reaction could be noticed with in 10 days of 

inoculation. 

Phosphorous solubilizing bacterial 
strain isolated 

An efficient strain of phosphate solubilizing 
bacteria has been isolated from the rhizosphere 

, of black pepper. 

Organic turmeric 

In turmeric among the different organic sources 
tried, chilly spent waste @ 250 g ·pol recorded 

highest yield and was comparable to FYM 
application @ 1 kg -pol. 

Ginger responds to micronutrients 

Application of micronutrients viz. boron and 
molybdenum along with FYM (1 mho) and the 
recommended N P K increased the yield by 3;2% 
and 43% respectively. 

Nutrition of bush pepper 

Application of FYM significantly increased bush 
pepper yield followed by vermicompost and leaf 

compost applications. The yield increase was 
upto 104% in the variety Panniyur-1 and 35% in 

Karimunda variety over the application ·of chemi

cal fertilizer alone. 



SPICES NEWS 

Alleppey Finger Tunneric (AFT) selections 

JULY 1999 - JUNE 2UOO 

1
~~·S'J~t;-\.p~-~tTttd~:'1j~5TdUe_ -- ':_fh~~ produce; :'the 

.~~g~~~~d~~~~;;h~~c~:~:t:!!r~~cJ~~~;if~ 
t~~d;'~eem '-ib.a,~ef.,~pse:Ctifir;f~~/ . . ,!re:"determined: 

wl ,.S,,', P" t,?",' Y,', •. ~n" g. ~t,2,., i:.r,~, :",~hCJ,: ,' s'''' o" ,f','" :~". d,, O~U,/ta, JJA9,: ;,0"",5"".,,0%,,)1:,0, n, ,e,' : rou~d: (,5,(.; ~nCJo~ulfon dO.qS%)., *" 3 rou[1.c;1s, ; ~l 
:i8~ihig~/di :"6,~:~%) ;jqn.~ A l rounds. o'f neemgold 
f.,.,,, .• ,.. ~>f' " ~: ~ J"., ,'t, " , " : 

~~~~i!t:~Jt~J~i~::~JZ~~f!:s~;;~~. 
"tiv'~/~~jn,~ blocJ<tpeF!PfJI- ,bi!zles, o(harvesto'. These. 
· :r;s iCJ2e\;/~~elsYci~eSbelo_w"16.e p~rmTss-; hie level of 
'I'" " "I " "1'~"'" p '. .. ..... . . ' 
~R,;;L.pp.,!, J~xe,~., bX the' iiiy50rti rfJ: c_qvnfries.,; 

, j. ,,, .... , ,-.., ~LH ' 

Cytogenetics & embryology of spices 

Cytological analysis of seedling progenies of 

turmeric had shown chromosome number varia

tions such as 63, 74, 77 & 84 Cultivated turmeric 

is triploid, 2n = 63. 

~ .B!a<;"k pepper e,rnbryo 

Studies on embryo development in black pepper 

indicated that during the first three months after 
" Two AFT lines (Ace. 584 & Ace. 585) are pollination the embryo attain a heart shape 

identified as very promising following clonal. structure. Further development takes place only 

selection of Alleppey finger turmeric. These lines " during the p~ocess of seed germination. 

possess hig-h yield (25-30 tna), good dry recovery 

and above 6% curcumin. Nematode Bank 

~:~e~tiCi~~ _r,si~-~~s :iri blacli :'~~~per 
·L ' ''_ " .,. " , <,' 1:' ': ; 

1 ~F'ea~! '~~!c~~r:f(~~, fron; residues _?O~~;i:f gooq, 
{:p.Tf!rr ,~,!:,m If] the ,lnternatlona/·market. :In:C?rder to 

Five more root-kno t nemoto d e populo tio n were 

added to the nematode live collections at IJSR, 

Kozhikode. A new root-knot nematode species M. 
keralensis is identified from IISR farm, Peruvannamuzhi. 
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BRAIN STORMING SESSION ON BIOTECH

NOLOGY OF SPICES AND PLANTATION CROPS 

A brain storming session on Biofechnology of 
Spices and Plantation Crops wa~ organized at 
IISR, Kozhikode during January 1 7~" 8,2000. Dr. 
Manju Sharma, Secretary, Deportment of 
Biotechnology (DBT) inaugurated the session. Dr. , 
Renu Swarup, Principal Scientific Officer, DBT 

·chaired the sessions. Spices and plantation crop 
workers From South. India took p~t in the meet. 

Inauguration 01 the Brain storming session. Dr. Maniu Sharma, 
Dr. Renu Swarup, Dr. K.V. Peter and Dr. Y.R.)Sarma are seen 

FOUNDATION STONE LAID FOR ATIC 

Dr. K.V. Peter, Director of Research, Kerala 
Agricultural Uiversity, T rissur laid th~ foundation 
stone for the Agricultural Technology Information 

Centre (ATIC) building at IISR, Kozhikode. 

-
Foundation stone laying ceremony. Dr. K.V. Peter, 
Dr. PN. Rovindran, Mr. Jose Abraham, Dr. K.V. Romona, 
Mr. M.K. Sachidanandan and others are seen. 

JULY 1999 . JUNE 2000 

XV WORKSHOP OF ALL INDIA COOR
DINATED RESEARCH PROJECT ON SPICES 

'. 

The xv Workshop of AICRP on Spices was held 
at Kozh ikode fron, 1 8-21 st November 1999. The 
Workshop was inaugurated by Dr. K.N.S. Nair, 
Vice Chancellor, Kerala Agricultural University, 

Trissur in a function presided over by Dr. R.N. Pal, 
Assistant Director General (Pq. Dr. K.V. Peter, 
then' Director, IISR, Kozhikode welcomed the 
gatheringand Dr. P.N. Ravindran, Project Coor~ 
dinator (Spices) presented the report and high
lighted the significant achievements and the 
progress mad~ by the 20 AICRPS research centres 

during the :preceeding two years. 

Dr. K.N .5. Nair inaugurating the XV workshop at Kozhikode . 
Dr. P.N . RavindrQn, Dr. R.N . Pal, Dr. J.S. Prethy, 
Dr. K.V. Peter and Dr. S. Edison are seen 

Dr. KN.S. Nair, Vice Chancellor in his inaugural 
address stressed ' the need for monitoring the 
impact of ecol()gical changes as a result of 
pepper and cardamom cultivation in the Western 
Ghats of Kerala <md the importance of developing 
sustainable eco~riendly production technology. 
From coastal areas pepper cultivation had shi.fted 
to foot hills and because of depletion forest cover 
the space availQble for cardamom cultivation is 
sh rinking. The impact of these changes had to be 
studied since it would have an effect on the 

volume of prodlJction of these spices in which 
Kerala was the leader, he said. 
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The Workshop recommended 10 new varieties of 

spices for presentation before central! state vari

ety release committees. The spices varieties 

recomended for release were Panniyur-6 and 

Panniyur-7 in black pepper from the Pepper 

Research Station, Panniyur, Kerala Agricultural 

University; RR-l (rhizome rot resistant line 

of cardamom) from Indian Institute of Spices 

Research (IISR), Cardamom Research Centre, 

Appangala; RCr-435, RCr-436, RCr-84 in corian

der, RMt-303 in fenugreek and RF-1 01 in fennel 

developed by the Rajasthan Agrucultural Univer

sity; Guj. Methi-l and Guj. Cumin-3 developed by 

the Gujarat Agricultural University, Main Spices 

Research Stationi Jagudan. 

STAFF RESEARCH COUNCIL MEETING 

The XIV Staff Research Council Meeting was held 

during 26-28 April 2000 at IISR, Kozhikode. 

Dr PN Ravindran, the then Director chaired the 

meeting. The progress of all the ongoing project 

was reviewed. 

RAC MEETING 
/ 

The Research Advisory Committee (RAC) Meeting 

JULY 1999 . JUNE 2000 

the staff members and their children. Dr RN Pol 

gave away prizes to winners in various events. 

Dr RN Pal, ADG IPc) distributing prize to a winner, 
Sri. M.K. Sachidandan 

CENTENNIAL CONFERENCE ON SPICES 
AND AROMATIC PLANTS 

The Indian Society for Spices and Indian Institute 

of' Spices Research in collaboration with the 

Indian Council of Agricultural Research are 

organizing a Centennial Conference on Spices 

at' Kozhikode (Hotel T oj Residency) during 

September 20-23, 2000. Invited papers and 

contributing pap~rs on production and produc

tivity; management of biotic and abiotic stresses; 

biotechnology; post harvest technology; informa

tion technology as well as economic and 

marketing will be presented and discussed in the 

threEl'days symposium. 

TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY 

of IISR was held 2-3 March 2000. Dr VL Chopro, 

National Professor and former DG (ICAR) chaired 

the meeting. Dr AM Michael, Dr Mansingh Manohar 

and Dr K C Maurya also attended the meeting 

besides Dr P N Ravindran, then Director and 

Member Secretary and Scientists of IISR, Kozhikode. Radio Talks 
".'\Y R Sarma 

RECREATION CULB DAY 
Phytophthora foot rot management. 

Kozhikode, 24th June, 1999 
The annual day celebrations of Recreation Club 

was held at IISR, Kozhikode on 29th April 2000. 

Dr RN Pal, Assistant Director General (PC) was the T John Zachariah 

AIR, 

chief guest. Quize programmes, games, sports and Value added produ'cts from 

other entertainment programmes are conducted for Kozhikode, 13th August, 1999 
pepper. AIR, 

[§J 
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T John Zachariah 

Queslion and answers on 'Value added products' 

from pepper, AIR, Kozhikode,'20th August, 1999 

S S Veena 

Seed procurement in ginger & turmeric, AIR, 

Kozhikode, 191h December, 1999 

PARTICIPATION IN SYMPOSIA/ 
SEMINARSITRAINING 

T John Zachariah 

National Seminar on R&D in Aromatic plaots: , 
Current trends in- biology, uses, production 

and marketing of essential oils. Presented a lead 

paper "Spices oils and oleoresins - challenges 

and opportunities". CIMAP, Lucknow. 30-31 

·July, 1999. // /-

B Sasikum~' / 

'cDNA cloning' CAS, Division of Biochemistry, 

IARI, New Delhi, 16-30 September, 1999. 

Y R Sarma 

Biotechnology popular lecture series - 'Biocontrol 

in plant disease management'. CPCRI, Kasaragod. 

28th September 1999. 

V Srinivasan 

Winter school on "Recent developments'in survey 

sampling in relation to Agricultural Research" 14th 

September - 5th October, IASRI, New Delhi 1999. 

Y R Sarma 

Biocontrol workshop. PDBC, Bangalore, 25-26 
October, 1999 

S Hamz:a 

Public hearing on 'Environment and develop

ments'. Central Water Commission. CWRDM, 
Kozhikode. 30th October, 1999. 

JULY 1999 . JUNE 2000 

V Srinivasan, S. Hamza and M R Rubina 

National Seminar on Development in soil science. 
TNAU, Coimbatore. 26-30 November, 1999. 

Y R Sarma 

Global Symposium on Potato. ICAR, New Delhi. 

6-~ December, 1999. 

Y R Sarma 

Annual meeting and Symposium of Indian 

Phytophthological Society, (Southern Chapter). Deliv
ered a lecture on 'Biocontrol strategy on disease 

management of Phytophthora foot rot in black 

pepper'. CPCRI, Kayamkulam. 14th December 1999. 
/ 

S S Veena 

Indian Phytopathological Society (Southern Chap
ter) Annual Meeting and Symposium 'Integrated 

Plant Disease Management, CPCRI, Kayamkulam, 
14-16 December, 1999. 

S Devasahayam 

Indo-UK workshop on Innovative Integrated Crop 

Protection Practices. 18th December, 1999 

V Srinivasan, V S Korikanthimath and 
B Krishnamoorthy 

International Conference on 'Managing Natural 
Resources for Sustainable Agricultural Production 

in the 21 st century'. IARI, New Delhi. 14-18 
February, 2000. 

B Sasikumar 

'PCR amplification and gene cloning'. CAS, 

Division of Biochemistry, IARI, New Delhi, 29th 

March to 18 April 2000 
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GUEST LECTURES DELIVERED/PAPERS 
PRESENTED 

S S Veena 

Foot rot management in black pepper. lecture 

delivered to Panchayath Presidents, Farmers 

Training Centre, Kozhikode. 7th July 1999. 

S S Veena 

Disease management through biocontrol. PDS, 

Peermade, Idukki. 16th August 1999 

S Hamza 

Bush pepper propagation and cultivation. People's 

planning forum, Shornur Municipality. 25th Sep

tember, 1999 

John T Zachariah 

Instrumental methods in biological sciences. Re

fresher course for college lecturers. Calicut Univer

sity. 27th October 1999. 

John T Zachariah 

Value added products from black pepper, carda

mom & ginger. Seminar on Food Tec. World 

Organized by KINFRA. Taj Residency, Kozhikode 

2nd November 1999. 

JULY 1999 - JUNE 2000 

S Devasahayam 

Integrated management of insect pests of black 

pepper. Indo-UK Workshop on Innovative inte

grated crop protection practices. Chennai. 18 

December, 1999 

S S Veena 

Disease manag'ement in spices. RASTA, 
Komnbalakkad, Wyanad. 21 st January 

A Kumar 

Trichoderma-an eco-friendly fungus with multi 
prong biocontrol activities. lecture delivered to 
Agricultural officers of Department of Agriculture, 

Govt. of Kerala at KVK, Peruvannamuzhi. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Review Article 

Sasikumar, Band Ravindran, PN. 1999. Genetic 
resources, conservation and improvement of 
major spices through selection and hybridiza
tion. Proc Summer School "Improvement of 
Plantation Crops" (Eds.) Ratnambal, M. J. et 01 
CPCRI, Kasaragod, pp 107-114. 

Research Articles 

Devasahayam, S. and Abdulla Kayo, K.M. 1999. 
Integrated management of .i_nsects pests of 
SpiCllS. Journal of Spices, Medicinal and 

'- ' 
Aromatic Plants. 1 : 19-23:, 

Y R Sarma Hbmza, S., Sadanandan, A.K. and Srinivasan, V. 
1999. Influence 'Of soil physicochemical proper

Spices crops research and development. Tah ties on black pepper yield. National Seminar on 

International, Kozhikode. Sponsed by KINFRA, '\ Developments in Soil Science. November 26-30, 
2nd November, 1999 1999, TNAU, Coimbatore, (Abs.) p-129. 

Y R SClrma 

Nursery management in black pepper. Farmers 

meet. Kalpetta Planters Associate, Wynad 6th 

November, 1999 

John Zachariah, T., Sasikumar, Band Nirmal 
Babu, K 1999. Variation for qua IiI)' compo
nents in ginger'and turmeric and their interac
tion with environment. In : Proc. Golden Jubilee 
National Symposium on Spices, Medicinal 
and Aromatic Plants - Biodiversity, Conserve-
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tion and Utilizaton (Eds.) Sasikumar B. et al. 
Indian Institute of Spices Research, Kozhikode, 
pp- 1 1 6-120. 

Kumar, A. and Gupta, J.P. 1999. Variation in 
enzyme activity of tebuconazole tolerant 

biotypes of T. viride. Ind. Phytopath. 52 (3) : 
263 - 66. 

JULl 1999 - JUKE 2.000 

Aromatic plants -Biodiversity, Conservation 

and utilization (Eds.) Sasikumar, B. et.a/lndian 
,Institute of Spices Reaearch, Kozhikode 

P. 121-130. 

Popular Articles . 

Rubina, M.R., Sadanandan, AX, Srinivasan, V. Hamzo, S. 1999. How to grow bush pepper. 
and Hamzb, S. 1999. The effect of organic ~ Karshakasree (MaL) 4 (11) : 31. 
fertilizer on' nutrient availability and quality of ' 
black pepper. National Seminar on Develop- John Zachariah T., 1999. Wilt the plant feels. 
ments in Soil Science. November 26-30, Yojana (MaL) 28 (3) : 34-35. 
1999. TNAU, 'Coimbatore, (Abs.) p -1.42. 

-Saji, K.V., Johnson K Geroge, Sasikumar, B., 

Nirmal Babu, K and Ravindran, P N 1999. 

Genetic resources and conservation of black 

pepper. In : Prqc. Golden Jubilee National 

Symposium on Spices, Medicinal and Aromatic , . 

Plants - Biodiversity, Conservation and Utiliza-

tion (Eds.) Sasikumar, Bet. al. Indian Institute of 

Spices Research, Kozhikode. P. _l21-130. 

Sasikumar, B., Krishnamoorthy, B., Saji, K.V., 

Johnson George, K., Peter, K.V., and Ravindran, 

P.N. 1999. Spices diversity and conservation 

of plants that yield major spices in India. Plant 
Genetic Resources Newsletter, 118 : 19-26. 

Sasikumar, B., Saji, K.V., Ravindran, P.N andf_eter, 

K.V 1999. Genetic resources of ginger and its 

conservation. In : Proc. Golden Jubilee National 

Symposium on Spices, Medicinal and Aromatic 

Plants-Biodiversity, Conservation and Utilization 
(Eds) Sasikumar, B et.al, Indian Institute of Spices 

Research, Kozhikode. pp 96-100. 

Krishnamoorthy B., Rema, J. and Mathew, P.A. 
1999. Tree spices biodiversity conservation 

and utilization. In: Proc. Golden Jubilee na

tional Symposium on Spices, Medicinal and 

-Krishnamoorthy, B., Sasikumar, B., Rema, J. and 

Mathew, P.A. 1999. Dwarf cloves set to improve 

yield. Science Express, 24th August 1999. 

Krishnamoorthy, B. 1999. Vanilla. Spice India 

(Tamil), 12 (8): 4-7. 

Krishnamoorthy, B. 1999. Mangattachanum 

Kurumilakum. Spice India [farnil) 12 (9) : 13 & 17. 

Krishnamoorthy, B. 1999. Conservation and 

improvement of Chinese cassia. IPGRI News

letter for Asia, the Pacific and Oceanic, 29-(4). 

Krishnamoorthy, B. 1999. Multiple use of cor ian

der. Spice India 12 (11) : 18-20. 

Krishnamoorthy, B. 1999. Drying of black 
pepper in polythene material. Spice India, 12 

(6) : 4-5. 

Peter, K.Y. and Krishnamoorthy, B. 1999. Re
search activities at "SR, Calicut. Agrigold 
Swarna Sedyam 3 (1) : 65-67. 

Ravindran, PN., Vasugi, C. & Johny, A.K. 1999. 
Spices varieties. Spice India [Tamil) 12 (6): 
12-16. 

Ravindran, P.N. & Johny, AX 2000. All India 
Coordinated Research Project on Spices - An 
overview. Indian Spices, 36 (2 & 3): 17-20. 
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Ravindran, PN &Johny, AK. 2000. High yielding 
varieties in spices. Indian Spices 37 (1): 17-19. 

Sadanandan, AK, Hamza, S. and Sajna, AM. 
1999. Organic cullivation practices in ginger, 
turmeric and tree spices. Spice India (MaL) 12 
(2): 10-11 &21. 

Sasikumar, B. 1999. International convention on 
biodiversity and international policies on 
biodiversity. ,Kerala Karshakan (MaL), July, 
25, p 3-4. 

Sasikumar, B 1999. Im'proved turmeric varieties. 
Karshakashree (MaL) September 1999, p 47. 

Sasikumar, B. 1999. The half way through ban of 
DDT. Karshakan (MaL) December 1999, 17-45. 

Sasikumar, B. 1999. Ginger in Nepal - A slice. 
Indian Spices, 36 (2 & 3 ): 7. 

Sasikumar, B. 1999. Vanilla - the orchid spice. 
Indian Spices 36 (4) : 3. 

Sasikumar, B. 1999. Bush pepper. Science 
Express, October 5, 1999. 

Sasikumar, B. 2000. A century of development in 
Indian agriculture. Karshakan (Annual Issue) (Mal) 
p 6-13. 

Sasikumar, B. 2000. Garcinia kola - an old 
remedy lor a new disease (Ebola). Spice India 
(MaL) 13(6) : 12. 

Sasikumar, B. 2000. Phyllanthus amarus _ 
a cure lor Hepatitis B. Karshakan (MaL) May 
2000, p -23. 

Sasikumar, B. 2000. Ethnic tribes against 
biopiracy. Kerala Karshakan (MaL) February 
2000 p-7. 
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Ravindran, p.N. (Ed.) Black Pepper - Harwood 
Academic Publishers, Amsterdam 2000. pp 553. 

Chadha, K.L., Ravindran, P.N. & leela Sahijram 
(Eds.) Biotechnology in Horticullural and Planta
tion Crops. Malhotra Publishing House, New 
Delhi, India. 2000. pp 836. 

I NEW PROJECTS SANCTIONED 

1. Immuno serological approaches to pathogen 
detection and use 01 defense protein in disease 
management of plantation crops - ginger and 
cardamom-. DBT Scheme 

2. Sustainable management 01 plant biodiversity 
- NATP project 

3. Molecular characterization and preparation 01 
molecular map in black pepper - NATP project 

4. Field evaluation of tissue culture plants of 
spices and assessment of the genetic stability 
using molecular markers - DBT Scheme 

HINDI FORTNIGHT CELEBRATION 

Hindi fortnight celebrations were held at IISR from 14-
09-1999 to 29-O9-~999. During this peri,?d various 
competitions were' conducted-in Hindi. A Hindi 
workshop was also organized and Smt. B Bindu, 
Hindi Pradyapak, Hindi teaching scheme delivered 
a lecture regarding Hindi Noting and Draftings. 

IJSC MEETING 

" . The fourth meeting :01 the USC was held at CRC 
Appangola on 28th October 1999. 

"-
Sasikumar, B. 2000. Saffron. Spice lridia (Mal) WOMEN'S CELL 

13(3):10. " \ 
Books \ The Annual da)l.of Women's cell was celebrated 

Sasikumar; B., Krishnamoorthy, B., Rema, J., on 18th. Nove';;ber 1999. Essay and elocution 
Ravindran, P .N., and Peter, K.V (Eds) Biodiversity, competitions were held for the women staff In thiS 
Conservation and Utilization of Spices, Medicinal connection. Mrs. P. Vatsola, ~oted M!Jloyalom 
and Aromatic Plants. Proc. Golden Jubilee Na- novelist inaugurated the function. Mr! Vatsala 
tional Symposium on Spices, Medicinal and Ramadasan a prominent social worker chaired 
Aromatic Plants, Indian Institute of Spices Re- the function. Dr B Sasikumar and Dr T John 
search, Kozhikode. December 1999, pp-353. Zachoriah offered felicitations. 
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Noted Malayalam novelist Mrs. P Votsala inaugurating 
the annual day celebration of Women's cell 

HONOURS/AWARDS ' 

HONOURS TO DR Y R SARMA 

Dr Y R Sarma, Director, IISR, Kozhikode has 
bagged two coveted awards for his outstanding 
services to spices research. ."'" 

",. _/ ...-
Dr M Puffarudraih Memorial Endowment 
National Award, carrying a cash price ,-of Rs 
10,000 (Rupees ten thousand) and a citation is 
bestowed upon Dr Sarma for his' shimmered 
contrubutions in the field of plant protection of spices. 

VASVlK Rearch Award 1997 is .also bagg~d 
by Dr Sarma for his significant achievements in the 
field of Agricultural Science & Technology. This 
award carries cash price of Rs. 25,000 (Rupees 
twenty five thousand) and a citation. Scientists 
and staff of lISR, Kozhikode join 'Spices News' 
to congratulate Dr Sarma. -.:. 

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SPICES RE
SEARCH IS THE BEST INSTITUTE 

Among the 89 Institutes under the Indian Council 
of Agricultural Research in the country, the Indian 
Institute of Spices Research, Kozhikode is adjudged 
the best Institute as it bagged the Best Institute 
Award for the year 1999 along with flHR Banglore. 
This award carrying a cosh price of Rs. 1 lakh 
(Rupees one lakh) and a citation is bestowed upon 
ffSR, Kozhikode for the outstanding contribution in 
the field of spices research and de.ve1opment. 

JULY 1999 __ JUNE 2000 

The citation reads: 

"Indian Institute of Spices Research (ffSR), Calicut 
(Kozhikode), is a premier research organization 
in the country engaged in spices research. The 
Institute has assembled the world's largest collec
tion of germplasm in black pepper, ginger, 
turmeric and tree spices, and has conserved them 
in the field repositories and in-vitro genebank. The 
Institute has evolved four new high yielding 
varieties in black pepper, five high yielding and 
high curcumin turmeric, one low fibre and high 
yielding ginger, 2 high yielding disease resistant 
cardamom and two high yielding and excellent 
quality cinnamon varieties. High ·yielding, disease 
resistant lines of block pepper, high curcumin lines 
of turmeric, low fibre lines of ginger, high quality 
nutmeg fines and high quality cassia are under 
final stages of evaluation. Micropropagation' 
protocols were stondardized for over 30 spices 
and herbs. The IISR has developed efficient 
technologies for water and nutrient management 
and has evolved High Production Technologies for 
block pepper and cardamom, which are Widely 
accepted and adopted by the farmers. Integrated 
pest and disease managment systems including 
bio-control schOOvles have been developed for 
black pepper, ginger and cardamom and have 
been successfully demonstrated in the former's 
Fields . Technologies have been standardized to 
prepare value-added products like white pepper 
and salted ginger. The technologies developed by 
the Institute have led to substantial increase in 
prpduction and productiVity of spices. 

- Director IISR receivin~ the best ICAR institute award from 
Hon'ahle Union MiniMer for Agriculture Sri. Nilish Kumar. 
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The IISRowes its origin to the All India Coordinated Spices Improvement Project (1971) which grew 
into Nationa! Research Centre on Spices at Calicut_ This Research Centre was elevated to the Jndian 
Institute of Spices Research (IISR) with effect from 1 July 1995"_ 

The entire staff of IISR feel proud of this achie-vement as it refleCts their commitment to the cause of 
spices, research & developement. 

Promotions 

Name 

Dr K S Krishnamoorthy 

Dr S JAnke Gowda 

Appointments 

Name 

Dr Kavitha Ramachandran 

, Ms Geetha S Pillai 

Transfer 

PERSONNEL 

Promoted to 

Scientist (Sr. Scale) 

Scientist (Sr. SC!Jle)_ 

Designation 

SRF 

RA 

Posted at Date 

IISR, Kozhikode 14.9.98 

IISR, CRS, Appangala 21.7.98 

w.e.f 

28.7.99 

16.8.99 

Ms .. S Vasugi, ScientisL(Hort.) is transferred to IIHR, Bangalore w.e.f 7th August 1999. 

Resignations 

Name 

Ms SuYama Viswanathan 

Mr K Praveen 

Designation 

SRF 

SRF 

w.e.f 

'31.7.99 

16.8.99 

WEDDINGS 

DrJMs) S S Veena, Scientist:IISR, Kozhikode with 
Dr. Ashok Divakar 

Ms. N Prasanna Kumari, Hindi Translator, IISR 
with Mr. M Haridas 

Ms. P Vijaya, Senior Research Fellow, IISR with 
Mr. K T Surendran 
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