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shaped. They feed on plant sap and severe infestations cause the 
shools 10 wilt and dry. 

White .<icale 

The white sca le (ps€udaufac.1spis cockerelh) is greyish while, 
fla t and shaped like a fish scale and occurs clustered together On 

the lower surl<lce of [eaves especi<l lly in nursery seedll ngs. The pest 
infestation results in yellow streaks and spots on affected leaves and 
in severe infestations the Icaves will and dry. 

Shield scale 

The shield sca le (Protopu{vinaria mangiferae) is creamy brown 

<lnd OVrt l rtnd or.curs on tender lertves rtnd stems especirtlly in nurs­

ery seedlings. The pest infestation results in wilti ng of leaves and 
shoots. 

The sCrtle insects mentioned rtbove and other species thrtt ma y 

also occur sporadically on nutmeg can be controlled by spraying 

dimethoilte 0.05%. 

Harvesting 

The female nutmeg tree starts fruit ing from the sixth year, though 
Ul ':: p.::ak po::riod is r.::achoi:d afl.::r 20 y'::dls. Th.:: fru its are r.::ady for 

harvest in about 9 months after flowering. The peak harvesting 

season is during June-August 

The fruits are ripe and ready for harvesting when the perir.arp 

splits open. After harvesl the outer fleshy portion is removed, and 
the mace is manu<llly sep<l raled from the nut. The nul and m<lceare 

then dried separately in the sun. The scarlet coloured mace gradu­

ally becomes yel lowish brown and briLtlcwhen drying is completed. 
The f leshy pericrtrp Crtn be used for mrtking pickles, jrtms rtnd jel­

lies. 

7 

Mechanical drying 

Freshly ha rvested maC(' ca n be blanched in waler at 75°C fo r 2 
min to reta in the scarlet colour. This is followed by hal ai r drying"! 

55°_ 65° C which lakes 3- 4 hours for drying to a moisture level of 

8-' 0%. However nut can be dried in 14-1 6 hours Llsing hot air 
technifjue. 


