CIFT develops solar fish dryers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Central Institute of Fish-
eries Technology (CIET), un-
der the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research
(ICAR), has developed solar
hybrid dryers designed to
.improve the hygiene and
quality of dry fish and en-
sure round-the-year
operations.

The dryers have been de-

veloped with dry fish busi-
ness suffering a setback in
the context of poor hygiene
in traditional fish drying
practices such as salting and
open sun drying. Videos cir-
culating in social media on
faulty and unhygienic dry
fish processing in the coas-
tal belt have been a serious
setback - for- the- business,
says a CIFT press release
here.

The solar hybrid dryers
from CIFT is an alternative
to the tradition-bound sun-
light-dependent dry fish
processing. The solar dryers
are popularised with finan-
cial assistance given by the
Hyderabad-based National
Fisheries Development
Board. CIFT is conducting
training programmes to at-
tract entrepreneurs from
the State, Two training pro-

grammes were attended by
50 participants. The training
for the third batch is sche-
duled from October 10 to 12,
adds the release, The training
programme is being conduct-
ed under the guidance of
CIFT director C.N. Ravishan-
kar, and the course is man-
dated with hands-on sessions
on pre-processing, drying,
quality evaluation and pack-
aging of dried fish.



