
Retd cPCRi'Sdeiltist 
Ratnambal passes away 
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M J RATNAMBAL. 76. 
retired principal scien­
tist of Central Planta­
tion Crops Re­
search Institute 
(CPCRI). snc­
cumbed to can-

, eel' on Friday. . 
A renowned 

cytogeneticist. 
Ratnambal was 

"She played a key role in 
setting up the interna· 
tional coconut genebank 
for South Asia at CPCRI. 
She was also instrumen­
tal in sell ing up the bie-

actively in- MJRalnambal 

lechnology unit 
at the Indian In­
stitute of Spices 
Resea rch . 
Kozhikode. She 
was recognized 
as the best wom­
an scientist and 
awarded the 
ICAR Panjabrao volved in the 

conservation of genetic 
resources and breeding 
of coconut, ginger, tur­
meric and black pepper 
with significant contri­
butions to the develop­
ment of around 131m-

t proved varieties and 
hybrid of the crops. said 

~statementfrom CPCRI. 

Deshmukh Woman Agri­
cultural Scientlst Award 
in 1998." the statement 
said. 
. Ratnambal is survived 
by husband M K Nair. 
former director of IC­
AR-CPCRI and son M K 
Rajesh, principal scien­
tist. ICAR'CPC~, / 


