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Ginger is infested by va riolls spec ies of insects, among which the shoot borer (Colloge/bes 
plil/eli/em!is G uen.) and rhizome scale (Aspidiel!a b{nlii Sig n. ) are major pests in the fi eld 
and during storage of rhi zomes, respccc ively. Other insects that have been reported ro 
affen g inger belong co diverse fam il ies and can be classified in to sap feeders, leaf feeders, 
and rhi zome feeders. Dry g inger is also infes ted by many species of insects, most impor­
tantly the c igarcn c beecle (ulsiorienllfl sel'rirorne (Fab.) , the drug StOre beetle (Slegobimll 

pdlliceNIIt L. ) and the coffee bean weevi l (Ar({erem s /mcim/t'ltllS DeG.), The information on 
ginger's inseCt pests in India has been reviewed by Jacob ( 1980), Koya et al. (l991), and 
Premkumar Ct al. ( 994). Vario lls aspects of ciisr ri bmi on, damage, life hisrory, seasonal 
incidence, host plants, resis tance, natural enemies, and management of these insecc pests 
around the world have bcen consolidated in this chaptcr. A list of insects recorded on 
ginger in the world has also been tabulated in Table lO . l . 

'faMe 10.1 Li st of insecrs reco rded on g inger 

Gmlls/Species 

Order: Isoplem 

Famil y: Term ir idac 
OdolllolermtJ oks"s I-101m. 

Order: I-Iemiplera 

Family: Aphididae 
Pm/a/ollia lIigrollfn'OIrI C<XI. 

Family: Pseudococcidae 

fied 

Thysa noptera 

: Thripidae 
tabari Lind . 

P lant 1'(/1'1 afforltY/ 

Rhi zome 

Leaf 

Rhi zome 
Rhi zome 

Rhizome 
Rhi zome 

Rhizome 

Leaf 

DislributiolJ 

Ind ia 

Chi na. India 

Fiji 
India 

Ind ia, Sierra Leone 
Fi ji 

India 
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'{tlb/e /0. / (Cominued) 

GmffJ/SpedeJ 

Family; Scarnbae idae 
Adort/lls si,,;cffJ Burm . 
I1ml'm/)'chus tlmlor (rab.) 
Holo,richitl COIIStIllguillftl Blanch. 
H. COI'()('t(1 (I-lope) 
H. jiJJ(1 Brenskc 

Fam ily: Ela teridat 
Unidentified 

Fam il y: Anobiidae 
Lm;odem/(f srl'ricol'lle (Fab.) 

Siiodreptl Ptlllicttl L 

Stegobilllll p(lIIicelllII L 

Famil y: Bosrrychidae 
TriboliulII c(lJt(llwm/ (I-Ibsr.) 

Famil y: Lyc ridae 
Lyc/lfs tI/ric(lIlJ(s l...eslle 

Famil y: Cleridae 
Necrobitl mfipes DeG. 

Fami ly: Sy lvanidae 
Abtlswms (I(/t'fl/(f \'\Iad. 
OI)'Ztlepbilus S/(rill(lllltllSis (L ) 
Rb;zoper/bll dOlllilliC(( (F.) 

Famil y: Tenebrionidae 
Tenebroides fI/((I(I'if(OIims (L.) 

Famil y: Chrysomclidac 
Pb(lI'twgiJ/1rI tllpillitle tllPillflC Grcss icr 

& Samuelson 

P lI. bellll Gressitt & Samuelson 

P (I. georgirlll(1 G rcss itt & Samuelson 

P I I. IIlt1rgilltl/(1 Grcssirr & Samuelson 

P p"r/lllreipnl1liJ Mau lik 

Family: Cerarnbyc idac 
Unidentified 

Fam il y: Anthribiidae 
Amectrla f(IJcimltl/us ( DeG.) 

Family: CUfculion idae 
Si/ophilffJ gr(lIIl1l'im L 
C(lIIlopbilllS OI)'Z(lt (Gyl lt n.) 
C. ItI/illtl111S Say 
Hedycbol'lls mfofmcitltffJ M. 

Order: Diptem 

Famil y: Myc('roph ilidae 

Leitl tI/'10l/tI 

Unident ified 

Family: Sc iaridac 
Brad)'s;tI sp. 

Ph)'loJciflm zillgibn';s 

Leaf 
Shoot 
Rhi zome 
Rh izome 
Rhi zome 

Rhi zome 

Dry rhi 7.0me 

Dry rhi zome 

Dry rhi zome 

Dry rhizome 

Dry rh izome 

Dry rhi zome 

Dry rhi zome 
Dry rhizome 
Dry rhizome 

Dey rhizome 

Rhizom 

Dr)' rhi zome 

Dry rhi zome 
Dry rhi zome 
Dry rhi zome 
Leaf 

Rh izome 

Rhizome 

Rhi zome 

Rh izome 

Dislriblflion 

Hawai i 
Australia 
Ind ia 
India 
India 

Hawa ii 

Bangladesh, Egypt , Indi a, Japa n, 
Philippines, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, 
UK, West Indies 

West Ind ies 

Bangladesh, India, Nigeria 

India, \'(fest Ind ies 

Egypt 

China 

Austmlia 
Ind ia, Sierra l.eone 
Bang ladesh 

India 

Solomon Islands 

Solomon Islands 

Solomon Islands 

Solomon Islands 

Solomon Islands 

South Africa 

India , Sierra Leone 

West Indies 
USA 
UK 
Ind ia 

UK 

Korea 

Korea 

J apa n 

l)siIOJ((I/'i(l jI(I!lJIlJIdill(le 

Family; i\'l icropezidae 
C(lloIxl/tl sp. 
C. illdic(1 

"timegl'tlII" roemlnjrolls J\«acq. 

Family: Ch loropidae 
Cbtl/ridollJ),;tI (11I';(ol'llis Mall. 

Por/lloJil/tI jltII1ipes Mall. 

"'eforb/orOpJ jI(l/I;peJ 
Pfl/,(I((III1t1rO/tI sp. 

Fami ly: Ce lyphidae 
Ctl),pbllS sp. 

Fam il y: Syrphidae 
Ellmems ,dbi/rolls Wlk. 
E. p"lcbtl'riIllIlJ Bru. 

Order: Lepidoptera 

Fam ily: Gracillaridae 
Amxtrcops il'l'tldi(I/IS Meyc. 

Family: Tineidae 
Opog01/(1 s(/((b(lri (Bojer) 
StfOlflmphrl m/elltl 2el l. 

Famil y: Oecophoridae 
BI(IS/ohmis bYI'sotlepl(1 Me}' c. 

Fami ly: Pymlidae 
COlloge/bes PlIIlCfifCl'tllis Guen. 
EpbeJfitl sp. 
II kllelJllielltl Zell. 
0511';1I;(I/lm/fI((i/is G uen. 
PYI'tlI;s JI/(lIIibo/aliJ G uen. 
Plodi(1 ;lItetpIIlIc/ella H bn. 

Family: I-Iespe ri dae 

Udmpes 101m Cram. 

llami ly: Noctuidae 
HtI;olhis sp. 
Spotlop/em li/II/'{1 (F.) 

Unidentified 

Rhi zome 

Rhi zome 
Shoot, Rhi zome 

Rhizome 

Shoot, Rhi zo me 

Shoot, Rh izome 

Rhi zome 

Rhi zome 

Rhi zome 

Rh izome 
Rhizome 

Leaf 

Rhi zome 
Dr)' rhi zome 

Rh izome 

Shoot 
Dry rhizome 
Dry rhi zome 
Rhi zome 
Dry rhizome 
Dry rhi zome 

Leaf 

Shoot 
Leaf 
Leaf, Shoot 

J apan 

India 
India 

India 

India 

India 

India 

Ind ia 

India 

India 
India 

Ind ia 

Brazil 
India 

Imeet Pests a/Ginger 369 

Sierra l eone 

India , Sri Llilka 
India 
Egypt 
Aust rali a, China, Solomon Islands 
Ind ia 
Egypt 

India 

Austra lia 
Ma lays ia 
Aus tra lia, Hawaii 

The shoot borer and rhizome scale are Inajor insect pests of g inger. 

Shoot Borer (Collogetbes jmllcti!e/'{{lis G lle n.) 

shoot borer is g inger's most serious pest, especially in India, bu[ little information 
available on its disrr ibmion in variolls areas in [he country. In Kerala (India), 23,6 to 

percell[ of pscudosrems were damaged by the pest at Ko[[ayam and Idukki distrins 
200 l). The shoO[ borer is also widely preva lcm in Asia, Africa, America, and 

bur authentic records of [he pest on gi nger are lirni[cd. The shoot borer is 
by many other common narnes generall y indicat ive of the crop and plan[ pan 
It has been suggested [hat [he shoot borer is a combination of more [han one 



370 Gillger: The Gel/II! Zillgiber 

Figure 10.1 G inger pscudosrem infested by shoot borer. 

spec ies, especially ill Australia and South East Asia (I-landa, 1986a, 1986b; H onda et 

aI. , 1986; Robinson et aI. , 1994; Boo, 1998). . 
The larvae of shoot borer bore into pseudostems and feed on the grow ing shoot of 

ginger plams, resu lt ing in ye llowing and drying of infested pseudostems. The p~esence 
of bore holes on the pseudostem, through which frass is extrude~, and the wlthet~d 
central shoot are characteristic symptoms of pest infestat ion (see Fi gure lO . l ). Stuclies 
on yield loss caused by the pest in Kerala indicated that when. SO percent of .the 
pseudostems in a plant are affected, there was a sig nificant reduct ion of 38 g of yield 
per p lant (Koya et aI. , 1986). Yield losses of 25 percent have also been reported when 
23 to 24 percent of a plant 's pseudostems arc infested and the pest was reported to cause 
40 percent yield loss in Kottay.m andldukk i d istr icts in Kerala (Nybe, 200 I). 

Life H islOr)! 

The adults are med ium-sized moths with a wingspan of 18 to 24 mm; the wings and 
body are pale straw yellow with minute black spotS (see Figure lO .2). There are five 
larval insrars; fully grown larvae are lig ht brown with sparse hairs and measure l6 to 
26 mill in length (see Figure 10.3). T he d imensions of ad ults and larvae may vary 
depending on the host plant in which they are raised. Jacob (1981) reported the 
morphometrics of various stages when reared on turmeric. Thyagaraj et al. (200 1) 
suggested a method for determ ining the shoot borer's sex based on the size and mor­

phology of male and female pupae. 

~
.,,<.~ 
V·. ·:.,,· 

( , . , ';r' . 

, 

Figure 10.2 Shoot borer, adu lt. 
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Figure 10.3 Shoot borer, larva. 

No informat ion is available on the life history of the shoot borer on g inger. However, 
its life history has been studied on other Zingiberaeceous crops such as turmeric and 
cardamom. Such studies on turmeric conduCted at Kasaragod (Kerala) under laboratory 
conditions (temperatu re range: 30 to 33°C; relat ive humidity range: 60 to 90 percent) 
indicated that the preoviposition and egg periods lasted for 4 to 7 and 3 to 4 days , 
respect ively. The five larval instars lasted for 3 ro 4, 5, 3 ro 7, 3 ro 8, and 7 ro 14 days, 
respectively. The prepupal and pupal periods lasred for 3 ro 4 and 9 ro 10 days, respect ively. 
Adult fema les laid 30 to 60 eggs dur ing its lifespan, and 6 to 7 generations were c0l11pleted 
duri ng a crop season in the field. Variations were also observed in the life cycle (up to 30 
days du ring Aug ust to October and up to 38 days during November to December) during 
va rious seasons (J acob, 1981). 

At Thadiyankudisai (Tam il Nad u, l ndia), the duration of shoot borer's life history on 
cardamom varied considerably during sum mer (temperature range: 16 to 29°C; relative 
humidity range: 6S to 85 percent) and winter (temperature range: 16 to 2SoC; relative 
humidi ry range: 49 ro 92 percent). The preoviposirion, egg. and larval periods lasted 
for 2 to 3, 6 to 7, and 21 to 32 days, respectively, during Sllmm~r, ancl l 7 to l 8, 6 to 

8, and 40 to 62 days, respectively, during wi nter. T he prepupal and pupal periods lasted 
for 2 to 3 and 10 to 12 days, respect ively, during summer, and 4 to 7 and l 7 to 27 
days, respectively, dur ing winter (Varadarasan, 199 1). 

SeasOllrtl Incidence 

No information is available on the seasonal popu lat ion dynamics of the shoot borer on 
ginger. However, the damage was reported to be higher in the fie ld during August, 
September, and Ocrober in Korrayam and Idukki distr icts in Kerala (Nybe, 200 1). 
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Host Plt""ts 

The shoot borer is hig hl y polyphagous and has been recorded on 65 hosr p lanrs belongi ng 
co 30 fami lies (see Table 10.2). Many of rhe hosts of the shoot borer are econom ically 
impon ant plants, and the pest infests vatiolls parts of these p lants, sllch as buds, Rowers, 
shoots, and fruits 

Table 10. 2 List of host plants of Conoge/hel plm<liferalis 

CommOIl Name Scielllijic Name f amily 

Custard apple AI/Ilona sp. Annonaceae 

Cherimoya A. c/)e,-illlola Mill. Annonaceae 

Holl yhocks A /rel l rOUfl L Mal vaceae 

Cotton G OSSypi1l1ll sp. Malvaceae 

Silk cotton tree Ceiba Im/hmt/rll (1.) Gaert n Bombacaceae 

Cocoa Thtobroma cacao L Ste rculiaceae 

Cammbola A tm·rhOti cf(rambola L Oxalidaceae 

Orange Cilr/lS sp. Rutaceae 

Tangor C. "obilis Lour. Rutaceae 
f orllllldlfl sp. Rutaceae 

Grape Vilis villifem L Vimceae 

Longan /Ji/II()«(IIlms 10IJglIII Lour. Sapi ndaceae 

Rambutan Ntphelilllll lappa(ffl/II L. Sapindaceae 

Soapnut Sapim/IIS ellltirgillfllm Vahl. Sapindaceae 

Soapnut S. Ifl/lri/o/im Vahl. Sapi ndaceae 

Mango M fw gi/era jllt/ica L. Anacardiaceae 

Sumac Uhlls chillensis Mill . Anacardiaceae 

Bean Cfll/fl/.'tIlia illdim Fabaceae 
Cmsir( sp. Fabaceae 

Fever nut CfltJalpillia bOHdllCe/lfl Flem. Fabaceae 

Soybean GI),cille IIIflX (I.. ) Merr. Fabaceae 

Tama rind T(fIJ/flrilldllS ill(/i((l L Fabaceae 

Hawt horn ClllltlegllS Pil/1/{1liji(/l l Bunge Rosaceae 

Loquat l!.,.iobol /)'l l jrlpollica (T hunh. ) Lindl. Rosaceae 

Apple M a/1lS t/ollleJlim Borkh. Rosaceae 

Cherry (lr",llIs japO/llca thunb. -.tosaceae 

Peac h P. pmica (L.) Bacsch Rosaceae 

Pear Pyms eO/1IIl11wis L. Rosaceae 

Gmnadil la Pfwijlora sp. Pass iAomceae 

Papaya Carica pap(lY(1 1. Caricaccae 

Garuga C llmgfl pillllata Roxb. Rubiaceae 

Dahli a /Jab/ifl sp. Cornpositae 

SunAower H e/iall/hllS (llIIIIIlIS L. Compositae 

Perssimon Diospyros kflki Thunb. Ebenaceae 

Teak 'lec/onff grandis L Verbenaceae 

Amarant h A lJlamll/hlls sl>. Amaranthaceae 

Blac k pepper Piper nigmlJl L. Piperaceae 

Guava PsidillllJ gllaj{l1Ja L Myrtaccae 

/JiJlriblllioll 

Australia 

India 

India 

Austra li a, India 

India, Indones ia 

Inelia, Sri Lanka 

Australia , Ch ina, J apan 

China 

Ind ia 

Ch ina 

Malaysia 

Indi a 

India 

India 

J apan 

Austra li a 
Austral ia 

Inel ia 

Australia 

Inel ia 

China 

China 

j apan 

China, Japan 

Australia , India , Thai land 

China, India 

Australia 

Australia , Phillipines 

India 

Austral ia 

Sri Lanka 

j apan, Korea 

Burm a, I nelonesia 

Inelia 

Australia, Inel ia 
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Pomegranate Pllllica gmllaflllll L Lyt hraceae India 
Avocado Penia fllIler;({/lIa Mill. La uraceae India 
Queensland nut M acadamia illfeg /'i/olia J\-faiclen & 

Berche 
Proteaceae Australia 

Casror I?iei/Ills co"lIJllmis L. Euphorbi aceae Australia , Bang ladesh, 
India, Indonesia, Papua 
New Guinea 

Chest nut Cmltl1letl lIIolliss;lIIfl Blume Fagaceae Chi na 
Oak Qllerms spp. Fagaceae Korea 
Oak Q. fl("fll i ssilJ1{1 Carrutt . Fas aceae j apa n 
Jack A rfocfl/pm belero/,h),lIus L ·1I11. Momceae Ineli a 
Mul berry M or/IJ sp. Moraccae India 
Fig FiCIIs c{lriftl L. Moraceae India 
All igacor pepper A/mlllolllllJlIlIle/eglieta Schum. Z ing iberaceae India 

Alpillifl sp. Zi ng ibcraceae India 
Ga langal A . ga/lllJga (1.) Sw. Zing ibemceae Inelia 

A m01lJ1II1I sp. Zi ngibcmceae India 
I\. lIIicroSlepha1J1111/ Baker Z ing iberaceae India 

Greater A. SIIb"/flllOl/ Roxb. Zingibcmceae Ind ia 
cardamom 

Tu rmeric CII/Hlll/a 10llgfi L Zingibcmceae India, Sri L'mka 
Yellow zedoary C. nrOlllftlica Salisb. Z ing ibcraceae India 
Mango g inger C. alllfu/tl Roxb. Zi ng i beraceae Ind ia 
Ca rdamom £/ell{lria car(/alllollllllll Macon Zi ngibcraceae Ind ia , Sri L--mka 
Ginger lily H er/ychilllll corollari"lII ). Kon ig Z ing ibemceae lnel ia 
Yell ow gi nger H . jlfweSCtllJ Carey ex Rose. Zine:i beraceae India 
lily 

Ginger Zillgiber oJjicillfll e Rose. Z ing iberaccae Ind ia, Sri Lanka 
Banana M lISfI sp. Musaceae Aust ra lia 
Sugarca ne SflccbflrJIm olfidllflnlll/ L. Poacea Austmlia 
Sorghum SO/gblllil bic%r (I...) Moench Poacea Austra li a, India 
Mai ze ZMlIIflYS I... Poacea Austmlia, Chi na 
Cedar C'J'p/ollleria jajJolli(fI (I... f. ) D. Don 'J"bxod iaceae 

llrcc-. --

J. Reroi(w)u/ AP~/ietl E,,/ulllu/uK?'--SfritJ A /Rel'ie/(l 0/ Agrifll/llfm/ E1IIu",%g)" CAB IllIcrnational, \Valliogford . 
2. Crop I Cot('(IIOO CompendIUm (2002), CAB lott'rnIHiooal, Wal lingford. 
3. CABPESTCD, CA B IllIeroal ionaJ, Wallingford. 
4. Ko}'a tt at. (l99 1). 

Resis/(l lIce 

The reaction of va rious types of g inger to shoot borer in the fi eld wa( studied by Nybe 
~nd Na~r (1979), who reported that among t he 25 cultivars of g inger screened, the pest 
l?fes.tatlOn was minimum in Rio de J aneiro and max imum in Valluvanad, al though not 
Significant. 
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N,all,·,tI ElIemies 

Various natura l enem ies of the shoot borer have been reponed , especiall y frol11 Sri Lanka, 
China, J apa n, and lndia. DolidJ/(rtfs sp. (Spheg idae), Xa1llbOfJilllfJla sp. (l chncumonidac), 
and Pb(lIlerotolll(1 henriecasisella Ca m. (Braconidae) were recorded as parasitoids of shoot 
borer from Sri Lanka (Rod rigo, 194 1). Apol/Ie/es sp. (Braconidae), BrtlcbYllleri({ IrlSm West. 
(Chalcidae), and Telllelllcb" sp. (1chneumonidac) were recorded as parasitoids of shoot 
borer infes ti ng longa n (Dimocm/JIIS IOJ/grlll LOUf.) in China (H uang et aI. , 2000). '(fathclla 
jlclVoofbitalis (Cam .) (l chneumonidae) and D. ObSC/lfata \Xfa lk. frolll Chi na, along with 
A/Jecbthis J(I'I/Jll li/el'fl j SC(fJl/bllS /Jersimilis (1chneulllonidae), and B. obsl'IIJ'(Itcl fro m J apan, have 
also been documented as natu ral enemies of the pest (C AB1 , 2002). 

A number of natural enemies have been docurnented in l nd ia. T he cntol11 opathogenic 
nemacode SteiIJerneJJlcl glaseri (Stei ncrnematidae) has been recorded on larvae of shoot borer 
(CABI, 2002). A1Jgitia (Diortes) trorha1llerattl Morl. (1chneu mon idae), TheroJlli(l illt'lreo/ala 
(Bracon idae), BJ'(Icon brevicom is Wes., Apl'lIJte/es sp. (Braconidae), BJ'(Ic/;Ylllel'ia ellp/oeae \Xfesc 
(Chalcidae) (David et al. 1964 ), and Microbrocol/ bebetor Say. (Braconidae) (Patel and 
Gang rade, 197 1) were documented as natural enem ies of the pest infest ing castor. 
Brl'lchYJllerirl JJosatoi Habu and B. laJIIs Wesc. were recorded as parasicoids of the pest by 
J oseph et al. ( 1973). More than 20 parasitoids have been fou nd parasit ising the shoot 
borer infes ting cardamom, and they incl ude Palexoristrt jJCll"l'lciJryso/Js (Tachi niclae), AgrY/JOII 
sp., Apechthis cOjJllli/era, Eribortfs trocbolltemtllJ (Morl. ), Friona sp., COlra sp., NYfiJobirl sp., 
Smmbm penimitis, Tell/emlcl sp ') TheroJlicl il/clreo/alrl, XClIJlbopiJII/Jltl (lm/ ft"is Kr. , X. kandi· 
emis Cram. (1chneul11oniclae), Bracoll brevicomis Wes., iHicrobracolI /;ebalor, AjJclllteles sp., P. 
bellr/ec({sise/II'I Cram. (Braconidae), Sy"opiemis sp., BrachYlIlericl ~IIISlrl''';S Kr. , and D. obsCllra 
(Chalcidae) (CPCRJ, 1985; Varada rasan, 1995). 

Mermithid nematode (Metmithidae), />o'/YOSOIII({ sp . (Btaconidae), X. rllIJlro/is Qacob 1981), 
I-Iexflmenllis sp. (Mermithidae), and A/JclIlteles Imwg£lllllJle (Devasahayam , unpublished) have 
been documented on shoot borer infes ting g inger in Kerala. In add ition, genera l predators 
like dermapteran (Ellborellitl slr"i Dohrn (Carcinophoridae), as ilid Aies (Pbilodims sp. and 
I-Ieligmolleurci sp.) (Asilidae), and spiders (Arallells sp., Mimria sp ., and Thyene sp .) have also 
been recorded on the pest in Keta la (Jacob, 198 1). The virus that has been recotded to 

infect shoot borer is Did,orl"Oris /JIIIII"lijerrtlis N PV (Bacu loviridae) (Murphy et al. 1995). 

A1C1.1I1'Ige me li t 

In spite of the serious damage caused by shoot borer, very few field tr ials have been 
conducted with insectic ides for the control of the pest on g inger. 

Chemical COlltro!: Kaya et al. ( 988) evaluated six insecticides at Peruvannamuzhi 
(Kerala) and fO llnd that all of them were effect ive in controlli ng the pest when sprayed 
at month ly intervals from J uly to OctOber. Among the insecticides, malat hion 0. 1 percent 
resulted in minimum pest in festation on the pscudostems and was on par with mono· 
crotophos 0.05 percent , g uinalphos 0.05 percent, endosul fa n 0.05 percent, and carbaryl 
+ molasses 0.05 percent. Koya et al. (986)·have evolved a sequent ial sampling strategy 
for moni roring the level of pes t infes tation in a fi eld of g inger as g uidance for undertaking 
cont rol measures. 

T he pesticide residues of the prom ising insecticides, such as rnalathion 0.1 perc~ntl 
endosulfan 0 .05 percent, and monocrotophos 0.05 percent, whi ch were sprayed clutlng 
J uly ro October (four sprays), were determined . T he res idues of all the insecc icides were 
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below the detectable lim its «0.00 1 ppm) in d ried g inger rhi zomes at harvest , indicating 
the sa fety of the recommendations for the management of the pest (Devasahayam, 
unpublished). 

B~ologi(fli ('omro!: l ,vo commercial p roduces of lJacil!1IJ thllringiemis
j 

namely Bioasp and 
Dlpei , were evaluated, along with malathion for the rnanagement of the shoot borer in 
rhe fi eld at Peruvannamu zhi . T he trials indicated that all the treatments were effective 
in r~cl u c i ng the ~Iamage ca used by tbe pest compa red ro control when sprayed at 2 1. 
day Interva ls d utl ng Jul y to Ocrober. Spraying Di pel 0 .3 percent was the most effect ive 
treatment, resu lt ing in a sig ni fica ntl y lower percentage of infes ted pseudos tems on the 
crop (Devasahayam, 2000). 

Choo et al. (1995).evaiuatcd the pathogenecity of entomopathogenic nematodes aga inst 
the shoot borer. Stememelllci sp. and Helerorbflbdilis sp. caused 90 and 100 percent mor. 
tali ty, respect ively, of tes t insects in the laboratory when 20 nematodes per larva were 
i no~ ul a ted . Choo ct. aJ. (2001 ) later reported that the LC 50 for S. (m pocajJsae Pocheon 
stram and 1-/ . ba(ten ojJlJofcl Hamyang strain were 5.6 and 5.8, whereas their moralit ies 
were 96.9 and 96.5 percent, respectively, for these strains. 

~'lIegraterl MCIJ.lagelllel/l: An illte.grated strategy includi ng cul tu ra l methods, such as prun­
Ing of freshly IIl fes ted shoots dU l'lng J uly to Aug ust (at fortn ightly intervals) and chemical 
methods such as spray ing of insecticide (rnalathion 0. 1 percent) d uting September to 

~ctober (at month l~ intervals), was effective for the management of shoot borer, resulting 
In a cost-ben~fi t ratio of 1:4 .. 6. By adopti ng this in teg rated strategy, two insecticide sprays 
could be aVOIded, thus causlllg less harm to the ecosystem (Devasahayam unpublished). 

Sex Pheromones: Many workers have demonstrated the presence of sex pheromones in 
the shoot borer (Konno et aI. , 1980, 1982; Liu et aI., 1994; Ki mura and H onda, 1999). 
Tnals on the effi cacy of sex pheromones in the fi eld have also been reported on va ri ous 
crops (other than g inger) from China, Japan, Korea, and Ind ia (Cai and Mu, 1993; Li u 
et aI., 1994; Chakravarthy and T hygaraj, 1997, 1998; J ung et aI. , 2000) 

Rhizome Scale (Aspirlie/Ia b,,·,.t ;; CkJ I. ) 

The r~li zome scale is d istributed main ly in the tropical reg ions of Asia, Africa, Central 
Amefl ca, and the Caribbean Islands, but authen t ic records of the pes t infes tation 0 11 

111 various parts of the world , includ ing Ind ia, are lim ited . 

The rhizome scale infests rh izomes of g inger both in the fi~d and in storage. In the 
fie l~, the pest is genera ll y seen during the later stages of thi crop, and in severe cases 
of ~nfes tati on the plants wi ther and dry. In storage, the pest in festation results in the 
shrlve.ling of buds and rhizomes, and severe in festat ion adversely affects the sprouting 
(see Fig ure 10.4). The pest infestat ion restll ts in a weig ht loss of 14 .0 and 22.5 percent 

srored for 128 days and 175 days , respectively (Harg reaves, 1930). 

rhi zome scale is min ure, circular, and light brown to g rey, 
ng abou t 1. 5 m m in d iameter (see Fig ure 10 .5 ). Females arc ovo-viviparous and 
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Pigllre 10.4 
. I ' . C d b hizome sca le (cop-i nrested rhizome; botrom-he .. lthy G inger r lIzomc \llIeste y r 

rhi zome). 

Figure 10.5 Rh izome sw lc, adults. 

also reproduce parrhenogenet ically. Litt le information is ava ilable on the li~ histo
r
; ~: 

:he pest on g inger. A sing le female lays about 100 eggs, and the life cycle lrom e;. life 
adult is completed in about 30 days (Jacob, 1982, 1986). T he pest camp etes I 
cycle in I I to 20 days on yams (Dioscorea spp.) (Palalll swaml , 199 1). 

Host Plants 

In Ind ia the rhizome scale has been reponed to infest turmeric ( Cllrc/~lIItl/ol/g~(~l~Y~:;~ 
1940) '~ I ephant foot yam (fl lIIorphopha/i1lS l)aeollii/o!illS (Denns!.) N Icolson - ) Burkiil 

, I 9 6) (D ' 0'" a/clta L D esmlelltft (Lou r. 
Pt1l1l1latlls) (Regupathy et a ., I 7 , yams lose I , .,' . I (L ) Schott.) 

. (P I ' . I 1979) ra ro (Colo(f1sW esm elllft· b and D. fOllllldtlla POlr) a anl swam l et a ., " ..' I tt ) (lacD I 

(Pil lai and Rajamma, 1984), and tann ia (Xallthosoll/rl sagilli/oill/III (L.) Sc 10 . 

1986). 
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In other countries, the rh izome scale in fests yams in the West Indies (Ballou , 1916), 
the Panama Cana l Zone in Central America (Fisher, 1920), Nigeria (Onazi, 1969), and 
the Ivory Coast (Sauphanor and Ratnadass, 1985). It specifically affects sweet potatoes 
in Africa (Sasser, 1920) and tan nia in the West Indies (Catoni, 192 1). 

Na turtd Eucm;cs 

The natura l enemi es recorded on the rh izome scale at Kasaragod include PbpCIIs (CocobillS) 
comperei I-Iayat (Aphelin idae), Arleleucyr/IIS lIIodera/1IS Howard (Encyrtidae), and twO species 
of mi tes. Parasiti zat ion by P. comperei broug ht down the populat ion of the rhi zome scale 
by about 80 percent in three monchs Oacob, 1986). At Peruvannarn uzhi , apart from 
Corobim sp. , a predatory beet le and ant were observed to predate on the rhi zome scale 
(Devasa hayam, 1996). 

l'tftt.lJtlgclJlellt 

Di pping the seed rhizomes in quinalphos 0.1 percent for fi ve minutes after harvest and 
before plant ing was fou nd to be effect ive in controlli ng rhi zome scale in festation on 
ginger (CPClU , 1985). Soak ing the rhi zomes in q ui nalphos 0.025 percent or fenthion 
0 .025 percent for 30 minutes was also reponed to be effect ive in preventing rhe 
infes tation (Mai cykutty et aI. , 1994) . D ipp ing the seecl rhi zomes in qu inalphos 0 .075 
percent and storage in dried leaves of Sll'yrbIJos IJllx-'vomic(1 L. was also promi sing for the 
management of the rh izome scale (I ISR, 2002). 

Minor Insect Pests 

The mi nor insect pests of g inger incl ude sap feeders, leaf feeders , and rhizome feeders. 

Sap Feeders 

The on ly species of thri ps recorded to infes t g inger is onion thrips Tbrips /clbtlci Lind . 
from Ind ia (Chadha, 1976). Reports from India and China ind icate that the banana 
aphid , Pellltdollia Iligrollervosa Coq. , infests g inger leaves. Psellt/ococrllS sp. and unidentified 
mealybugs have been recorded on g inger rhi zomes from Fiji and Ind ia, respectively 
(Ehrhorn and W hitney, 1926; Vevai, 197 1). Apart from II. bartii, other species of scale 
irul:I:ts, sud , as flspidiotltS destmetol' Sig n. (Anon, 927 ) and Howardia bidr,"is (Com.) 
(Chua and Wood, 1990), have also been recorded to in fest g inger rhi zomes. 

Le"f Feeders 

!he grasshopper, Alrtlc/oJllorpha (/IJ/viglltt Bol. , has been reco r(~ed to feed on g inger leaves 
In China (Ma, 1935). Chrysomelid beetles, such as PbCIl'lIlIgis/JII pmp"reijJellllis Maulik , 
and fou r subspec ies of P. a/pintle have been recorded on gi nger from the Solomon Islands 
(Mauli k, 1929; Gressitt and Sa muelson, 1990). The curculionici l-ledyebo1'lts I'II/o/ruria/IIJ 
M. has been recorded on g inger from Ind ia (Nair, 1975). T he Chinese rose beetle ( fl dol'etllS 
lil/iellS Burm.) has been recorded to damage the fo liage of Hawaiian g inger plants. 
Spraying of carbaryl has been suggested for the management of the pest (UH , 200 l ). 

A few species of leaf-feed ing caterpillars have been recorded on g inger, with the 
turmeric skipper Udaspes folllS Cram. being the most serious, especially in India. T he 
peSt has also been recorded from China and Malays ia as infesting ginger (Hill 1983). 
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The larvae of the leaf ro ller cut and fold the leaves, remain within, and feed on them. 
The egg, larva l, and pupa l periods last for 4 to 5, l 3 to 25, and 6 to 7 days, respeCt ively, 
on g inger (Abraham et aI., 1975). The pest is abundant in the fi eld from Aug ust to 
OctOber. Koya et a l. ( L99 L) reviewed the natu ral enemies and alternate hosts of t he pest. 
The other leaf-feedi ng caterpillars that affect g inger include i\rrorerrojJs irmC/it'lJIs Meyr. 
from Indi a (Meyrick, 193 1) and Spodopfer" lil"r" (F.) fro m Malaysia (Hill , 1983). The 
larvae of cutworms have been known to feed on the basal portion of pscudostcms and 
sometimes on the first leaf in Austra lia and Hawaii . 1n H awai i, fumigation of the soil 
with methyl bromide prior to planti ng and application of diaz inon have been suggested 
for managing the pest (01'1, 200 1; UH, 2001 ). 

Rbizome Feeders 

Various species of dipteran maggots bore into rhizomes and roors, and they are generally 
seen in plants affected by rh izome rot disease. The maggors recorded on g inger include 
Calobctltt inc/ira (Maxwell-Lefroy and Howlett, 1909), Chct/ridolllyia t'llrirofnis Mall. , For­
II/osil/(/ j/(llIipes Mall. (Malloch, 1927), Mill/egral/a (oemleifrollS Macq . (Khaire et aI. , 1972), 
Celypbm sp. (Na ir, 1975), Leia anal/a (Hutson, 1978), B"II/ems albifrol/s Wa lk. (Sathia. 
mma, 1979), Phyloscit'lrel ziJlgiberis, Psilosrim('t jltlllIlIlItiiJlae (Ogawa et a I. , 1985), E. p"l­
rberrill//IS Bru . (CPCRI , 1986), Gyll/l/ol/eri/lS sp. (Koya, 1988), and Bradysia sp. (Lee et 
a I. , 2001 ). 

G horpade et al. (1983) conducred surveys in Maharashtra (India) and reported that M. 
roemfeijrollS was endemic in Sangli and Satara di stricts and resulted in 3 l percent reduc­
tion in g inger yield. Surveys conduCted in Kerala indicated that At eoemleifrollS was the 
most common species occurring in g inger rh izomes, and 26.4 percent of the diseased 
rhi zome samples examined contained maggors (Koya, 1988). Sonatakke (2000) reported 
that 40 to 42 percent of t he unprotected crop in Orissa (India) was damaged due to an 
infes tation by M. coemleifroJJs. Ga rg (2001) conducted surveys in Sirmour disrrict in 
Himachal Pradesh (India) and reponed rhar 32.6 to 50 .0 percent of the rhizome samples 
were infested by C. inC/ir('/.. 

The life history of ,,1. coerllteifrons on g inger was studied in Ma harashtra, Kerala, and 
Orissa. The pest completed irs life cycle in 32 to 35 days, 20 to 28 days, and 46 days, 
respecrively, in rhese areas (Ghorpade ec aI., 1988; Koya, 1989; Sontakke, 2000). Yri· 
ebopria sp. (Diapri idae), SjJalcmgia geJllina BOllcek (Pteroma lidae), and an unidentified 
spider were recorded as rhe natura l enemies of M. (oem/eifrollS (CeCRI,J.27J; GINt/2ad 
er aI. , 1982; Koya, 1990). The life hiscory of C. illdira was sctldied at Himachal Pradesh, 
and the toral life cycle was completed in 14 to 18 days (Garg, 200 I). 

Many workers investigated the associar ion of dipteran maggots with diseased rhi zomes. 
The presence or absence of maggots did nOt make any difference in the initial incidence 
of rhe disease (Iyer e t aI. , 1981). Premkumar et al. (1982) reponed rhar 42 percent of 
the diseased rhi zomes examined had Pylhil(lfJ sp. alone, and 58 percent had Pythilllll sp. 
and maggots. None of the rhizomes were infes ted with maggots alone. Radke and Borle 
(982) found that the rotting of rhizomes due to di sease occurred first and iater the flies 
preferred such rhizomes for egg laying. Surveys conducted in Kerala indicated that 33.6 
percent of the diseased rhizomes contained maggots (M. eoemleifrollS and E. pl(lcherri1JlJlJ); 
none of rhe healthy rhizomes conrained maggors (Koya, 1988). However, Ghorpade et 
al. (1988) mencioned rhar the feeding act ivity of maggors was responsible for the 
introduct ion of microorganisms such as F/IS(/ ril(JI/. sp., Pythilllll sp., and Sclerotil(m sp. and 
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nematodes of t he genera 1)rfenchm, /-Ielicolylenc/;m, "1e!oir/ogYlle, and D01ylaimit/t't in t he 
fi e ld. H o,.vever, .stud.ies conducted under controlled conditions in the green house and in 
the fi eld IflVolvlllg 1I10clliat ion with M roenlieifrolJJ anel Py,h'·"'II .. b· 

. . . 'jl. sp. III vaflOUS com 1-
nations clearl y lI1ehcated that the maggots could infesr on ly , I,·se I · I . asee ginger r lI zomes 
and hence cannot ~e cons idered as a primary pest of the crop (Koya, 1990). 

~o}'a ane.1 B~neqee (.1981) report.ed that. a l d.i ca r~, carbofu ran, and methyl parathion 
wele effec.tlve 111 red.uc lllg the pest IIl festa tlon 111 t fl als with var ioliS insecticides against 
".1. coemleijroJlJ on. g inger. Garg .(200 L,> sugges ted treating seed rhi zomes with chlorpy­
flphos before SOW lllg, and spraylllg with the same chemical 1 month after germination 
for tbe management of C. illdicd. 

The treatn~ent of g inger seed rhi zomes with 0.4 percenr hexachlorocyclohexane (HCH ) 
and fi elds With one, f\~O, or three appli cations (60, 90, and 120 days after p lant ing) of 
10yercent HCH dus~ 111 Maharashtra for the management of ,H. (oemleifroJlS resulted in 
reSidues 0(0.44 ppm 111 rhi zomes from a crop that received the seed t reat ment and thtee 
applications of inseCticides. The residues were below 0.1 ppm in rhi zomes which received 
~n ly two apl~li ca ri on~. The res id ues of HCH in t he soil ranged from 0.60 to 1.09 ppm 
In plots, whIC h received one to three applica tions (Dhatk hil e and Dethe, 1987). The 
same au thors subseq uently reponed t hat when the seed rhi zomes were treared with 0.4 
percent of HC~ befor~ planting, and when three appli cations of 7 kg ai/ha were ca rried 
alit after plantll1g, reSidues of OAl ppm were detected in t he rhi zomes at harves t. The 
soil residues ranged from 0.4 1 co 0.97 ppm (Darkhile and Dethe, 1988). 

The lar~ae of a ~ unidentified cerambycid were reported to w nnel into and completely 
destroy ginger rhi zomes ar Hazyview in Sourh Africa (Willers 1990). Koya er a l. (1991) 
reported IIlfesra~lO~n of 2- to 3-month-old g inger plants by I-Iolotrir/)itl fissel Brenske at 
Peruvannamllzlll . fhe g rubs fed on the tender rhi zomes and someti mes at rhe base of 
the pseudostems, result ing in the yellowing of shoots and the mortali ty of the plants. 
1-/. coreleea (Hope) also bored into rhi zomes in Shim la district (Himachal Pradesh), 
res ~liting in large, ci.rcu!ar holes; the damage ranged from 5.7 to 26.5 percent at harvest 
~Mlsra , 1992). ~t Slk klm Ondia), H. selicollis Mosher causes serious damage to g inger 
1ll many areas. 1 he egg, larval, and pupa l stages lasted for 10 co 15, 170 to 220, and 
3? to 40 da~s , respec t.ivel~. Collect ion of beetles during adult emergence periods along 
With ~Irenchlllg the .sod With CJuinalphos 0.05 percent or chlorpyr iphos 0.08 percent was 
effective for manag ll1g the pes t (Varadarasan, 2000). 1-/. cOJlSangllinea Blanch. has been 
kno,: n ~o fe~d on rhizomes and roQ[S .. wh ich has caused the-d ryi ng of plants at Sirmoll r 

IStfiCt III ~-J Imachal Pradesh. Treating the seed rhi zomes and t he fi eld with chlorpyriphos 
before sowll1g has been suggested for manag ing the pest (Garg , 2001). 

OjJO~OIJcl sClcciJari (Bojer) on gi nger rh izomes from Brazi l (Seymour er a I. , 1985) has 
been Intercepted in the U ni ted Kingdom. Aracrems/clscimlalm (DeG), Pymlis lIIt'lIIi/;olatis 
~lIen., and. SeloIllOlI~bt'l mleflt't Zell ., which predominantly Jnfest dry g inger, also bore 
nro fresh gll1ger rhizomes Oacob, 1986). The termite OrlOJ/lOlerllles obesm Holm. has been 

reported. to feed on rhizomes and roOtS, causing gi nger plants to wither and dry, and 
also leading to the secondary funga l infection of rhizomes at Sirmour distri ct in Himachal 
Prade I 1'1 . c· b .' s 1. 1e pest JIllesta tlon cOLild e managed by treating seed rhi zomes and the fi eld 
With chlorpyriphos before sowing and avoiding the use of sugarcane Straw as mulch 
(Gar~ 2~Ol ). Wireworms have also been reported to damage g inger planes in H awaii. 
~lmlgaflng the soil with methyl bromide prior to planting and applying diazinon have 

en suggested for manag ing the pest (UH , 2001). 
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Major Insec t Pests of StOfed G inger 
• C I . They mainl y belong to the o,de,s 

Various insects have been reported to Ifllect c ry g lllger. . < • ••• (I' b) t! 
( ..t1 the ci arette beetl e (LaSIOc/erllla se,lIC011le a ., le 

~~~~O;t~;: ~:~ I;~fr'e~~bi~~~;'iJt;~;ce;1/1I L.) a~'d the coffee bean weevil (M ({e"",s jClscimlfllm 

DeG) being the most serious. 

Distributioll 

The insect Jes tS of dry g inger are cosmopolitan in the warmer parts of t1~ e world , 
occurring m1ainly in Asia and Africa. In temperate reg ions, they are commo~ 1~I~e:~er~ 
stores. Abraham (1975 ) ,eported ,hat the ~iga;ette ~e~~et;n:O cl~~~~:n~e~~ tI~: samples 
the most common pests of dry g lllger In era a, an . ' mercial S(Qres 
we re infested b these pests. Stud ies on insect pests of s(Qred g lllger III com . < • 

in Ke rala ind i~,ed that a significantly high popu l at i~' of e~ar~t~e ~:e~;n:~~I~~'~~~ 
during August and OC(Qber when compared to Decem er at oz 11 0 , 

ldukk i districts (Joseph et aI. , 2001a). 

D(uJ/fI.ge 

The larvae of cigarette beetle and drug store beetle tunnel in (Q d ry g inger and cOntam-
. ' . d d · f frass (see Figu,e 10.6). The larvae and ad ul ts 

inare It With an abun ant pro uctlOn 0 < ~ I b 
al;o rnake extensive holes in the prod uce. The adults of cigarette beetl e ~o not eec m 
~unne l through rhe produce to leave the pUI.'a~ c?coon, c rleatin~ extel;s ... ve 1~~l et;~a~~1r:~ 
adultS and larvae of coffee bean weev il are l. nJuflo~I S to c ry glllger r l lZom 
com )letcl fed and onl y rhe outer covering IS left IIl tact. . . I 

I . Y I' d db storage I)ests to ginger in Kerala IIlchcated that t le 
Stuciles on t le amage cause y, .. I II f I 

weight loss to the stored produce by rhe pest infestation Increased g rac ua Y rom t le 

second month onwards (Joseph e' aI., 200Ib). 

Figure 10.6 Dry g inger rhizomes damaged by cigarette beede. 
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Life History 

Adu lt ciga ret te beetles are small (3 to 4 mm), brown beerles with smooth elytra that 
have fine hairs. The head is strong ly protected under the pronotum, especially when 
alarmed and t he antennae are serrated . The eggs are creamy white, and rhe larvae are 
whi tish g rey wirh dense hairs. The larvae are very active when young but become slugg ish 
as t hey age. There are 4 to 6 larval instars, and rhe later instars are scarabaeiform. 
Pupation occurs within a silken cocoon, and the pupa is brown. The incubation period 
lasts for 9 to 14 days, the larval period for 17 to 29 days, and the pupal period for 2 to 
8 days in Kerala (Abraham , (975). The lire hi story or c igarette beerl e infesting g inger 
has also been stud ied in Japan (Shibuya and Yamada, 1935) and Egypt (E1 -Halfawy, 
1977). Laboratory studies on g rowth and food intake of c igaren e beetle on various spi ces 
have indicated the order of preference as cumin > anise > g inger > tu rmeric powder 
> turmeric (Jacob (992). 

The drug store beetl e resembles the cigarette beetle superfi ciall y but is smaller with 
striated elytra , and the distal seg ments of the antenna are clubbed . T he larvae are pale 
white with rhe abdomen terminating in two dark horny po ints in fully g rown specimens. 
The eggs are cigar-shaped and hatch in six days. T he larva l period lasts for to to 20 
days, and ,he pll pal period lastS for 8 to 12 days (Abraham, (975). 

The coffee bean weevil is a small (3 to 5 mm), g rey, Stout beetle with pale marks on 
the elyrra and with long, clubbed antennae. The eggs are ova l and are laid in small pirs 
dug on the rhizomes by t he fema le beetles . Pupation rakes place within the in fested 
rhizomes. The entire li fe cycle lasts for 2 1 to 28 days (Abraham , (975). Studies on , he 
development and li fe span of the coffee bean weevil on various food materials, including 
ginger, indicated that tapioca and maize were more favorable t han black g ram, g inger, 
and areeanu t (Ragllnath and Nair, 1970). 

Studies on t he olfactOry responses of adults of L . serricom e and S. j)(miceIllJJ to various 
spices, including g inger, ind icated that in L. serricom e, t he hig hes t ~ttraction value of 
42.6 percent was observed in turmeric when compared to 28. 5 percent in g inger. 
However, in the case of S. j)(miceJ(llt, the attraction va lue to g inger was onl y 1.9 percenr 
(Jha and Yad hav, 199 1). 

Hosts 

All the storage pests infesr a wide range of produce, includ ing cocoa and coffee beans, 
cereals;-spices, dried fru irs, oil seeds, can ect ionery products, processed foodstuffs, and 
even an imal products. 

Nfl.tll1't'd E nemies 

Several natu ral enem ies, including predatOry mites, hemiptcrans, coleoprerans, and 
hymcnopterous pa rasitoids, havc been found on storage pests. PredatOry mites such as 
Araropse/lill(/ solm (KlIzin) (Cheyletidae) (R izk et aI. , 1980), A. c/OCI({ (Berl.) (Cheyletidae) 
(AI-Badry et aI. , 1980), Pyelllolm Irilici (Pyemotidae), Cbe)'letlls spp. (Cheyle, iclae), Cbor­
/ogl)'"hllS gre/cili"es (Chorrog lyphidae CAB! , 2002), and fJlrlltisocill1 Itm Cllis (Asciclae) (R iu­
clavcrs et al. , 2002), have been recorded as natural enemies of L. sen ·i conle. 

The predatory beetles and bugs recorded as natural enemies incl ude '[ribolilflll (rIJ/clllelllJl 

(Hbst.) (Bostrychidae) (Jacob and Mohan, 1973), Peregrilltllor bitl/lll11lip" (Monu. and 
Sign.) (Yao et aI. , (982), X)'locoris Ilavi"" (Reuter) (Anthocoridae), !llloeocrtlllll/ll bitl/l/lllli"" 
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(Reduvii dae), and Terll/alopbylllllll iwiglle (M iridae) (Tawfik et aI. , 1984- 1985), wh ich 
p rey on L. serrirome and S. /h'IJJIJireIlJII. Tenebroiries II/r(//ri/allirll1 (L) (Tenebrionidae) and 
Tbanerod ems bll'llleli (Lefevre) (Cleridae) prey on L. serricol'lle (CAB I, 2002), and Tilloidea 
1I0iaia (Klug) (C1eridae) preys on S. pallicelllll (I wata, 1989) and CheylelllS sp. P),ell/oles sp. 
and TydellS sp. (Cheyler idae) prey on A. j(/JciC/llalllS (S tusak et aI. , (986). 

The hymenopterous parasicoids tha t are naru ral enemies of L. ser,-irome include Cepb­
rt/oIJolllira ga//iro/a (Ashmead) (Bethy lidae; Kohno et a l., 1.987), Aniso/JlerolJlfl/1tS ra/allr/rae 
(H owa rd), Isme/illS ((I f/bami, Perisiero/rl geJtroi (Bet hylidae), and Lario/)bagltS distiJlgllend/IJ 
(Forst) (Pteromalidae) (CABI , 2002) Ptel"OlI/a/1IS cerea/e//ae (Ptero l11alidac) paras it izes both 
L. serricome and S. jJtlJlirewll (Brower, 1. 99 1). 

i\'Jauagelll ent 

Various st ra teg ies have been suggested for the n1anagement of storage pests, including 
scorage in sui ta ble conta iners, fumi gation, radiat ion , and the app lication of insect icides. 
Th irumalarao and Nagarajarao ( 1. 954) reported that fumi gati ng bags of d ry gi nger using 
methyl brom ide or calcium cyanide for 24 h or using e thylene d ichloride or carbon 
te t rachloride fo r 48 h , wirh an in it ial exrernal dusting with lindane 0.65 percenr once 
a month , p revented the pes t infes tation up to an yea r. Abraham (1 975) suggested 
impregnat ion of jute bags lined w ith alkathene (500 g uage) w ith ma lathion 0.2 percent 
or fumi gation with methyl bromide fo r 6 h to p revent the pest infes tation. J acob (1986) 
suggested fumi gation with alu minium phosph ide tablets in an airtig ht store for 2 to 3 
days to control the pes t infes tation . Muthu and Majumdar (974) have furnished the 
concentra tion , t ime of ex posure, and res idual effects of va rious fumigants recommended 
for cont ro lling insect infes ta t ions in various spices, including g inger and turmeric. 
Pad wal -D esai ( 1987) has also studied the lethal dose of gamma radiat ion required for 
stored pes ts of va rious spices . 

Em ehute (1 997, (998) eva luated three storage containers (I 30 ).1m rhick polyrhene 
bag, 20 ).1m thick polythene bag, and btown paper sampling bag) for their effectiveness 
in protect ing dried g inger rhizomes against S. /)(lJIicelllll. Afte r seven months, rhi zomes 
stored in 130 ,1m thick polythene bags and brown paper sampli ng bags closed by rubber 
bands remai ned un infes ted by the pest . 

Evaluation of d ried leaf powders for protecting dry g inger rhi zomes fro m in fes tation 
by cigarette beetle has ind icated that the storage of dry g inger in PET conta iners with 

--1iJJ'coslllis roriJill1iJJell1is (Lour.) Pie rre ex Eng l. or i\ zariirrlr/;/rl indira A. juss leaf powder 
was promising in checking the pest infes tation (IISR, 2002). 

Sex pheromones have been identified in L. serr;rorne and S. prlJl;reJflll (Barra tt , 1974 , 
1977; Kuwahara er aI., 1975; Chuman, 1984; Chuman et aI. , 1985) and have been used 
for mon itoring the populat ion of these species in stores. Agg regation pheromones have 
also been ident ified in A. j(!JCiCII/(//IIS (Singh, 1993; Novo, 1998). 

Minor Insect Pests of Stored Ginger 

The other coleopterans infes ting stored , dry g inger rhi zomes incl ude Oryzrlepbilm sllr~­
lIalllellSis L. (H arg reaves, 1927), NecrobiC! /'IIftpes DeG (Whitney, (927), Call1ophilllS lal/­
IIrtSlIS Say. (Mun ro and Thomson , 1929), Lyc/IIS ajricml/1S Lesne. (Zacher, (934), Silodrepa 
pmliced (L. ), SilophilllS grc/llclriC! (L. ), 1!'ibo/illlll caS/e/llelllll (Hbst.) (Larrer, 1937), Te/lebnodes 
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/I/(l/Il'ilr/lliC/ls (L.) (Abraham, 1975 ), C. oryzcte (Gy llen) (W hi tehead , 1982), l?hizojJel'lh" 
tlO:"I/I/CCI (E) (Rezaur er aL, (982), and AhrtSvC/'1IS advellC/ Wa lt! . (LpPC, 1985). 

[he lepldopterans 1I.1fest lng stored dry g inger include B/m/obasis byrsodeptcl Meye. (Har­
greaves, (929), Ephes/la sp. (Abraham , 1975), E. kllehlliel/a Zell ., Plodia illierpllllclelia Hbn. 
(EI-Halfawy et aI. , 1978), Pyralis lIIalliholetiis Guen. and Setoll/Olpha mlell" ZeI L Qacob, 
1. ~86). Usuall y, measures .a re not recommended for the control of the previously d iscussed 
mll10r pes ts. A clean envIron men t in the sto ring room can keep most of them away. 
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