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INTRODUCTION 

Cardamom (E1ettaria cardalllolll lllll Maton) is 
most precious and export-oriented spice crop. The 
bnlpo~lant reason for the low productivity of car­

in India is the use of unselected planting 
Large-scale propagation of cardamom is 

through seeds and heterogenous progeny is 
not uniform due to cross-pollination 

~kantllimath. 3). The high degree of variabil­
yield in seedling population necessitates se­
and use of high-yielding clones to increase 

(Madhusoodanan. 4). Flucluating market 
are evident in the recent past. It is reported 

·lleJrdamom oil has made breakthrough in ex­
It is also fetching remunerative prices 
to the growth of cardamom oil extrac­

. Development of high-yielding. loca-
.... Ifi,..-" I.on, .• with high oil content is the 

the hour to get high market price. In view 
an experiment was conducted to find out 

and to select cardamom clones for 
with high percentage of essential oil 

AND METHODS 

was laid out at the Indian Institute of 
,Reliear·ch. Cardamom Research Centre. 

Kodagu district in Kantataka in a ran­
design with 2 replications consist-

1I00~s/r,epliication under rainfed condition 

in valley bouom. Out of 16 entries. 15 lines. viz. 
S. 127 1-2. S.1272-5. S. 1286-37 . AS6/13. AS 711 2. 
AS 7/13. C1.664. Cl. 688. Cl. 73 1. Cl. 779. CI. 
78 1. CI. 67 1, CI. 730. S 1286-35 and CI. 676 were 
obtained from the Regional Research Station. UAS. 
Mudigere. Local malabar type was used as the 
contro l. The Irial was planted with a spaci ng of 2 
m x 2 m. Each treatment plot (12 m x 6 m gross) 
was accommodated with 10 experimental plants 
surrounded by guard rows. Regular management 
practices were carried out and the observations were 
recorded on number of capsules picked at physi­
ological maturity. corresponding wet (soon after 
harvesting) and dry weight (after drying Flume pipe 
conventional curing house at 40°C). The percent­
age of recovery was worked out after drying. The 
seeds obtained from the dehusked capsules of each 
line were mUdly crushed in warei ng blender and 
25 g materiai' of each line was distilled for 30 min. 
and the oil content dete rmined by using the 
clevenger trap. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSroN 

The data recorded on number of capsules, wet 
(fresh) weight of capsules. corresponding dry 
weight. recovery percentage and essential oi l con­
tent and its pooled mean are presented in Table I. 
The statistical analysis of the data revealed that the 
treatment differences were significant for number 
of capsules. wet and dry weight of capsules of 
cardamom. The line. AS 6/ 13. recorded highest 




