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Abstract 

Studies were carried out at Vanilla Planter's Farm at Kallapur Village, Kadur. Chickmagalur District, Karnataka to know 

the economic feasibility of vanilla cultivation in coconut garden. Data on the cost of cultivation of vanilla over a period 

of three years (J 994-97) indicated that cost of establishement of vanilla including the maintenance cost during gestation 

period was Rs 1.62,129/ha. The cost of cultivation of vanilla and coconut during bearing period (1997-98) worked out 

to Rs 30,480/ha and Rs. 9793.50/hu/year, respectively. The averuge gross Rs 94218.50/ha and net returns (Rs. 36,247.251 

ha) and financial feasibility measures namely NPW Rs 61,835.12 and nCR (1.34) indicated the viability of mix cropping 

of vanilla in the coconut gardens in lower elevations (plains) and low rainfall areas under assured irrigation. 

Vanilla, coconut, mixcropping, feasibility, economics. 

.. Coconut (Cocos Ilucifera L.). popularly known as 

ilmlVrak,;ha is essentially a crop of small and marginal 

The average size of a coconut holding is as low 

hectares and 98% of the holdings are below 2 

[5]. One of the feasible ways of increasing the 

level income on such small coconut holdings is to 

to growing of compatible anntial or perennial crops 

interspace [I]. 

" The coconut plantations are generally established at 

plant spacings of either 9 m x 9 m or 10 m x 

As such natural plant growth resources especially 

radiation and rain water, are not fully utilised 

coconut plants for a major portion of its growth 

This offers an opportuni ty to some understorey crop 

:oconlut plantation. It has treen found that coconut 

at their full growth utilise about 30 or less per 

.of sQlar radiation. Therefore, crop species selected 

should essentially be a 

loving plant. Vanilla being a shade tolerant crop 

a great scope for cultivation in the coconut gardens 

.cann.ot withstand full sunshine and requires filtered 

to the extent of 50% [2]. 

la (Vanilla planifolia Andrews). is an 

uaalCe(lUS plant, grown for commercial production of 

( 1033 

an aromatic flavour "vanillin". Vanilla is used for 

flavouring ice creams, bakery products, soft drinks of 

cola type. beverages. custards, puddings, confectionaries 

and preparation of vanillin oleoresins. It is a native of 

Mexico and Central America but now it has spread in 

tropics. In India, vanilla cultivation can be successfully 

done in several states, enjoying hot and humid climate 

conditions which are equally good for coconut 

cultivation. Since vanilla is also a shade loving crop, it 

may prove to be a most compatible crop for cultivation 
with coconut. 

As, no information is available on the prospects of 

growing vanilla as a mixed crop with coconut in the 

plains of southern parts of India, the present paper is an 

endeavour to study the economic feasibility of vanilla 

cultivation in the coconut gardens. 

Material and methods 

Field data were collected from the research cum 
demonstration plot at MIS Javed Farm, Kallapur Village 
near Kadur, Chickmagalur district, which comprises 

plain areas in Karnataka, to study the feasibility of 

vanilla cultivation in the coconut garden iii an area of 

2.4 hectares. Coconut was planted during 1990 at a 
spacing of 9 m x 9 m. After four years of coconut 

planting, vanilla was planted during 1994 at a spacing 








