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ABSTRACf 

~ High I'roduction Tec~nology (HPT) programme was iolllated in 1986 in all the key cardamom 
growmg zoncs of J(odagll district in Karnafaka to motivate the growers to increase fhe per unit production 
to a level of 650 kg per hn by utilising the information available at the Cardamom Research Centre 
Ap~angala, in collaboration with Spices Doard. A series of meeUngs were held in various field unUs t~ , 
enhghten planters for adop.Uon of the HPT programme. Totally 42 farmers were selected (ol'ering an 
area of 94 . 10 ha by planhng 4,70,500 CI- J7 seedlings. The prepJanling status survey of the HPT 
cardamom plantations revealed that the yield lel'cl ranged from as low as 10 to as high as 125 kg/ha , with 
the al'erage being 58 .0 kg/1m. The establishment of cardamom in alllhc plots is quite satisfactory 
(95 %). The plots Were monitored from time to lime by implementing the package of practices as per 
calender of operations. 

INTIWDUCflON 

In the recent years, India has lost it s 
near monopoly in world production as 
well as export of cardamom and has been re­
placed from some of the traditional market s 
through intensive competition from Guate­
mala (Das, 1982). The national average 
yield of Indian cardamom is ollly 60 kg/ha 
as against 350 kg/ha in Guatemala, mainly 
because 75 to 80 per cent of cardamom area 
in India faces long dry spells and grown 
under poor management. Significant decline 
in growth rate in production of cardamom 
was recorded in the years 1972-73, 1976-77 
al1d 1982-83 due to drought prevailed during 
summer (Anonymous, 1984 ; Cheriallkunju, 
1985; Mohanacllandrali , 1983) . T he projec-

lions of the Spices Board, show that the gap 
between world supply and demand may 
touch 5000 tOnlleS by the year 2000 AD 
(Chandrasekhar, 1987). Although almost 
·60 per cent of the produce is exported to 
more than 60 co untries, there is a great scope 
and need for increasing cardamom ·produc­
tion in India' \vhich is knowll for its quality 
and aroma. As the international market 
becomes increasingly competitive only high 
productivity and low cost of production 
would ensure survival of this industry. 
At the National Research Centre for Spices, 
Cardamom Research Centre, Appangala, 
Kodagu, Karnataka, and its demonstration 
plots in the farmers fields examples were 
set to tap a belter crop potential of 650 kg/ha 
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