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KAU to formulate
roadmap to revive Pepper
economy

Linking quality assurance with
productivity enhancement, drive -
to produce and market certified
organic pepper, encouraging pep-
Per cultivation in home gardens,
promoting bush pepper and selec-
tive production to ensure demand-
based supply will be the principal
aspects in the roadmap set to be
Prepared by the Kerala Agricul-
tural University (KAU) to revive the.
State’s black pepper economy. The:
. decision was taken at a meeting
attended by scientists, government'
officers and farmers in Thrissur on
Friday. “There exists a gap between
R&D and the field situation, Bridg-
ing this gap is an essential part of
the attempts to revive pepper;”
said KAU vice-chancellor R Chandra
Babu while inaugurating the session.
The farmers’ demands include
supply of quality planting materials,
mechanism to predict incidence of
pest and diseases, proper advice
on plant protection and marketing
and regular finangial support.
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