Drive to clear sanctuary of invasive plants

Nearly 3,000 sq km of the region, mcludmg 3 forest divisions in Wayanad, infested with alien plants

E.M. MANO]J

KALPETTA

The Forest and Wildlife De-
partment will launch a spe-
cial drive with the support of
the public to curb the wild
growth of invasive alien
plants which are posing a
threat to the flora and fauna
in the Wayanad Wildlife
Sanctuary (WWS), a major
habitat of Asiatic elephants
in the country.

The spread of the exotic
plants, including Senna
spectabilis, Maesopsis emi-
. nii, Mikania micrantha,
Lantana and Eupatorium,
was posing a serious threat
to the region.

Senna spectabilis is more .

dangerous than other exotic
species owing to its fast
growth.

Forest frontllne staff uprooting Senna spectablhs seedlmgs in
the Kakkapadam forest area under the Muthanga forest range
of the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary.

" Nearly 3,000 sq km of the
region, including three for-
est divisions in Wayanad

contiguous with the Nagar-

hole National Park and the
Bandipur Tiger Reserve in
Karnataka and the Muduma-
lai Tiger Reserve in Tamil

Nadu, is infested with the in-
vasive plants.

Sanctuary officials have
launched an eco-restoration
drive in the Kakkapadam for-
est area under the Muthanga
forest range of the sanctuary,
sources said.

A group of frontline Forest
Department  staff  have
cleared more than two hec-
tares of forestland.

“The Kerala Forest Re-
search Institute has already
initiated several control mea-
sures to eradicate matured
senna trees and we effective-
ly utilised it in the sanctu-
ary,” says V. Ajayaghosh, as-
sistant warden.

About 3,000 to 5,000 see-
dlings sprout under every
matured plant during mon-
soon and uprooting the plant

is the only way to eradicate it

“As a huge manpower is
needed for the drive, we are
planning to rope in the public,
including NSS and NCC volun-
teers of various educational
institutions, NGOs and mem-
bers who attend nature study
camps, N.T. Sajan, warden,
told The Hindu. ;

‘Every year the department
organises more than 150 na-
ture study camps at the Muth-
anga and Tholpetty ecotou-
rism centres of the sanctuary
and one day of each camp
would be utilised for the
drive, Mr. Sajan said.

The three-day camp is be-
ing organised for a group of
45 members and we hope that
the drive would help address
the issue to a certain extent,”
he added.



