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Black pepper (Piper nigrum L.) (Family: 
Piperaceae) is a perennial climbing vine 
grown for its berries, extensively used as 
spice and in medicine, often referred to as 
'King of Spices' or 'Black Gold'. Black pepper 
has immensely influenced the geopolitical 
history ofthe world as it was a much sought 
after commodity since very ancient days. An 
essential condiment in the western and east
ern cuisines as food additive and preservative, 
black pepper was highly priced and frequently 
used to pay rent, tax and even dowry. Black 
pepper has been an integral part ofthe tra
ditional medicines of the orient also. 

Origin and distribution 
Black pepper is native to the Western 

Ghats ofIndia, where it still occurs wild in 
the forests. This area is considered to be the 
centre of origin of the crop. Center of diversity 
of the crop is also in this tract as cultivated 
forms are very high in number here and it 
is believed that black pepper spread out to 
other tropical countries from India. The major 
black pepper growing countries at present are 
India, Indonesia, Tropical Africa, Malaysia, 
Thailand, Brazil, Sri Lanka, Vietnam and 
China. Vietnam is the leading producer 
currently. 

55,000 MT (2015-16). Kerala, Karnataka 
and Tamil Nadu and to a limited extent 
Maharashtra, Assam, Tripura, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Meghalaya and Andaman Nicobar 
are the black pepper growing states/regions 
in India. Kerala and Karnataka account for 
a major portion (97.7%) of production of black 
pepper in the country. 

Climate and soil 
Black pepper prefers humid tropics with 

high rainfall and humidity. The hot and 
humid climate of sub mountainous tracts of 
Western Ghats is ideal for its cultivation. It 
grows successfully between 20' North and 
South latitudes, and from sea level up to 1500 
m above sea level with temperatures between 
10'and 40' C and a well distributed annual 
rainfall of 1250-2000 mm. Black pepper can 
be grown in a wide range of soils with a pH 
of 4.5 to 6.5. In its natural habitat it thrives 
well in red laterite soils. 

In India, black pepper is being grown 
either as a homestead crop in the plains or 
as a plantation crop in the midlands and hills 
(800-1500 m) besides in valleys in the north 
eastern states of the country. 

Varieties and crop improvement 
In India black pepper is grown in about Over 75 cultivars of black pepper are 

129,000 ha with an annual production of being cultivated in India. The most important 














