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import can be countered by increasing the productivity levels of our crops

and by increasing the bound rate to the maximum permissible level.

We should also see that our commodities confirm to the accepted
pesticide residue levels and cleanliness standards so that the importing
countries will not reject our consignments; We have to do some more exercise
in educating the grass root growers about the need to produce 'clean spice’

free from pesticide residue.

Weakness : Availability and quality of planting material is one of the
important weaknesses of our spices sector. Efforts should be made to produce

and supply good quality planting material to the farming community.

Conclusion : The post WTO scenario of spices is not that bad as it made out
be. With our strength in spices, the weakness or negative points can be

converted to our strength / opportunities.

Epilogue : Protection of genetic wealth of spices is very important in this
post WTO Scenario. India ﬁas the rich diversity in many of the important
spices. Only this country is blessed with varietal diversity in black pepper,
cardamom, ginger, turmeric etc. The existing rules should be strengthened
so that to see that our elite material will not be available to our competitors. :

This is an urgent requirement to safeguard our interest,
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