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Growing black pepper high-tech way 
Traditionally, ground runners produced from basal nodes of disease-free, stable 
yielding black pepper plant are collected after pre-monsoon showers and 
planted directly in field at a distance of 30 cm away from the support. In some 
countries, farmers use top shoots (orthotrope) for establishing plantation as it 
has advantage of producing lateral branch from basal portion of support. 
The success of establishment of directly field planted cuttings depends on 
prevailing climatic conditions. The success rate of establishment in the main 
field can be enhanced by planting rooted cuttings. For which, runners are cut 
into two or three node cuttings and kept for rooting in the nursery. On its 
establishment, rooted cuttings are transplanted in the main field. In traditional 
method, only limited numbers of cutting could be made and success rate is 
less. The sprouting success can be increased by treating it with growth hormones 
and keeping in low cost humid chambers. 

BLACK pepper (Piper nigrum), popularly called as 'king 
of spices', is cultivated in more than 25 countries. 

It is cultivated in 5,39,688 ha with total production of 
4,61,452 tonnes in the world (2012). Brazil, China, India, 
Indonesia, Madagascar, Malaysia, Thailand, Sri Lanka 
and Vietnam are major producers. Vietnam is leading 
producer. India's share in area is 34.3% and in production 
only 11.7% of the world. In 2012-13, India exported 
15,363 tonnes of pepper to more than 33 countries. 
In India, Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil N adu, Asam, 
Meghalaya, Goa and Tripura are producing black pepper, 
Maharashtra, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and other North-Eastern 
states are also having small acreage. 

Major producers are Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu. India was the leader for several years in black 
pepper production, due to several reasons now it is 
trailing. Government of India and state Governments 
have initiated many programmes to augment its 
production for addressing production constraints, 
especially on planting material availability. 

Black pepper is usually propagated by cuttings. 
Propagation through seeds is practised only in breeding 
programmes. Seedlings take much longer to come to 
bearing than cuttings or layers and show genetic 
segregation. The availability of quality planting material 
assumes paramount importance either for area expansion 
or replanting programmes. Therefore, new methods have 
been discovered. They are: 

CULTIVATION 

Rapid Multiplication 
To meet the large-scale demand, a rapid method has 

been developed and popularized. Levelled area having 
good drainage is essential for establishing rapid 
multiplication nursery. The semi-permanent shed (24 m 
x 6 m) with overhead shade using 50% shade net or 
white polythene sheet for roofing is needed. Four 
trenches of 30 cm wide, 45 cm deep along the length of 
nursery-shed are made and filled with soil, sand and 
farmyard manure (1:1:1) proportion. Bamboos of 8-10 

Rooted cutting production in traditional method raised from runner shoots: (a) stem cuttings covered with 
polythene sheet, (b) rooted cuttings ready for planting 
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