
INTRODU CTION 

Cardamom (£lettaria cardamom L. Maton) is 
cultivated In the Western Ghats of Southern India . l 
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The cardamom growing tracts receive heavy rainfall 
and sufficient m'oistu re is available during most pillt 
of the year. A rich herbaceous cover is, therefore, 
seen in these tracts t ill the dry months of February­
March. It has been noticed that in tho first few 
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ABSTRACT 

I 
years after planting lind in the areas where tho I 
canopy of cardamom does not covar the ground , 
many weeds grow luxuriantly. Cardamom il a 
surface feeder and most of the weeds also have 
similar rooting pattern, thus causing a great set 
back to the growth and yield of cardamom. 

In general, only the hand weeding is in vogue 
in most of the cardamom plantationa. For tho first 
two years after planting cardamom, periodical wee­
ding is necessary (Parry, 1969), Tho plantations 
receive at least four weed ing in the first year, three 

in the second year and two annually thereafter 
(Nambiar, 1980) . But these ' days manual weeding 
is becoming difficult due to dearth and mounting 
cost of labour. For planning effec tive control of 
weeds by using harbicides in cardamom plantations 
it was considered necessary to make a survey of , 
the weeds with specia l reference to dicotyledon6us 
spec1as that are encounlered in plantations and also 
obtain field data regarding their extent of occurence 
growth characteristics, dispersal mechanism of the 
fruils and leeds etc. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The paper includes information on the Dicoty- A survey of weeds was carr ied out with a 
ladonous Weeds of cardamom estates in Coorg'::~:' ~p-ecial referenco to the dicotyledon~us spec ies 
region of Karnataka. It covers field data regarding . commonly f.ound in the cardamom plantations in 

extent of occurence of weeds, growth character- Kodagu (Coorg) district of Karnataka. Field data 
Istics, dispersal mechanism of fruits and seeds and wero obtained regardjng tho nature of weeds 1.0., 

uency of occurence. Amongst the weeds recor, ' annual, biennial or porennlals, height of the weeds, I 
the members of Asteraceae constitute a major nature of the leaves, lbaf length and width, rlower- : 

flora. Most common weeds encountere\! ing habit and mode of seed dispersal. Observat- i 
Aduetetum conyzoides, A'denostimma laveni., ions were elscrmade on the occurence of weeds in I 

Bidens bitarnsla, Spilanthas paniaulsta and strob- in the open and border areas, as well as light and : 
IISflthl'S utc8olar/s. densily shaded areas. 






