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ABSTRAC'l' 

Pooled analysis of yield data from an experiment conducted al CPCRI Research 
Centre, Appangala, Karnataka to evaluate shade trees [or cardamom for four years 
revealed that cardamom grown under karimaram (DiospYf1ls ebenwn) yielded 40- 50 
per cent more (1 2 1 g) than under e langi (MimI/sops elal1gi), nandi (Legerstremict 
{(WeeD/uta) and jack (Art ocnrpil s illtegr i/olia) (79-89 g). Plants grown under karimaHlm 
produced more and larger panicles than by those under other shade trees. 
Observations on general characters of shade trees also confirmed that the karimaram 
is superior to other shade trees for growing cardamom. 

INTRODUCTION 

Cardanlonl ( Eleltaria cardalllollllll1l) is 
a perennial plant grown under the warm, 
humid conditions of the tropics with a 
temperature range of 10- 35°C, under 
the canopy of lofty evergreen forests of 
Western Ghats (Kololgi, 1976 ; Cherian, 
1977) . It is highly sensit ive to wind 
and exposure to sunlight. Although 
cardamom is a shade loving plant, it is 
equally true that excess of shade is 
detrimental to the growth and yield of 
the plant (Anonymous, 19 76 ; Kololgi, 
1976). Si nce the inlensity of light varies 
during different seasons in an year, the 
shade requirement also varies during 
these seasons (Anonymous, 1977)' 

Cardamom is general ly cu ltivated 
in forest land and all kinds of trees that 

are grow n in the forests are maintained 
as shade trees . The heterogeneity in the 
species and their characteristics as shade 
trees are the main obstacles to con
ducting any sensitive scientific experi
ments. According to Rai (19 78), balmlchi 
or red cedar (A crocar/lS } 1'axillifoli liS 
Wight & Am) , jack (ArlocarplIs helero
phy lllls Laluk.) hebbaiasil or o;lIi (Al'loeal" 
pus hil'SUlliS La mk.). lIili or Java cedar 
(Bisc//Ofia javal/ ica Blume), karadi or white 
cedar Cil llkmsia lablliaris A. Juss. var 
Velutious King), and red cedar (Cedrela 
loolla Roxb. ex RattI. & wi lid. syn . Tool/a 
ciliala M. J. Roem.) are used as shade 
trees in coffee and cardamom plantations. 
Abraham (1 957) is of the opinion that 
kar(wll ( Vel'l1ollia monocis C. B. Clarke) 
is an excellent shade tree for cardamom. 
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