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'.' Abstract Seashore mangosteen (Garcinia hombron
, iana Pierre), an important component of Garcinia gene 
. pool, is useful as a rootstock and also in the genetic 
improvement of mangos teen. A brief description along 

short notes on distribution and uses is given. 
N"tUl'ally occurring in Nicobar Islands and under 
culth'ation in Tamil Nadu and Kerala, its germplasm 

to be collected and conserved for its potential 
hortic'lltllfal value. 
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Introduction 

Mangosteen (Garcinia mangostana L.), nicknamed 
'queen of tropical fruits', is a native of West Malaysia 
and has remained localized in cultivation mainly in 
its native habitat, probably due to its rather special
ized ecological requirements. In addition, its 
establishment is relatively difficult since seedlings 
are slow to grow, even in their natural environment 
(Yacob and Tindall 1995)' It is in this context that the 
spotting of wild mangosteen, Garcinia hombroniana 
Pierre in India assumes significance. Until recently, it 
was considered as the closest progenitor of cultivated 
mangosteen (Yacob and Tindall 1995). Garcinia 
malaccensis T. Anderson was also considered as a 
close relative of mangosteen (Verheij 1991). Recent 
studies using internal transcribed spacer (ItS) 
sequencing involving seventeen species of Garcinia 
L. showed G. malaeeensis to be more closely related 
to mangosteen than G. hombroniana (Yapwattanap
hun et a!. 2004). However, G. hombroniana has 
significance in the Indian biodiversity scenario for its 
horticultural value as rootstock for mangosteen, as an 
avenue, Oll1amental or shade tree. 

While engaged in the collection of mangosteen 
germplasm from Kanyakumari district of Tamil 
Nadu, bordering Thiruvananthapuram district of 
Kerala, the authors came across a bearing mango
steen tree strikingly similar to the cultivated 
but distinct for fruit morphology and appearance. 
Herbarium specimens. seeds and seedlings were 
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