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Abstract 

The performance and economics of replanting of cardamom (Elettaria cardalllon",l/1) was studied at 
Chettalli (Kodagu District, Karnataka, India). An average yield of 749 kg (dry)/ha of cardamom was 
obtained for five crop seasons which was 5.35 times higher than the national average yield of 140 kg/ 
ha. A highest yield of 1775 kg/ha (dry) was recorded during the second year after replanting. Out 
of 869.8 labour days required per ha per year during the bearing period, the requirement of women 
labourers was higher (87.4%); 57.8% labour requirement was for picking only. Maximum expenses 
(69.45%; Rs. 57,230.80/ha) was incurred on labour charges. A net income of Rs. 1,96,986.20/ha (average 
of five crop seasons) was obtained with a production cost of Rs. 130.97/kg (dry). The discounting cash 
flow measures namely, Net Present Value (NPV) of Rs. 5,09,296.45, Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) of 2.78 
and Pay Back Period (PBP) of 2.15 years indicated that replanting of cardamom is an economically 
viable and financially feasible proposition. 
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Introduction 

Cardamom (Elettaria cardalllolllllm Maton) is cul­
tivated in an area of 84,000 ha in India mainly in 
Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu with an 
annual production of around 7300 t (Spices Board 
1998). In recent years, India has lost its near 
monopoly in production and export of cardamom 
mainly through intensive competition from Gua­
temala. The rate of growth of production of 
cardamom in Guatemala since the late seventies 
has been over 14% compared to 0.7% in India. 
Among the various reasons attributed for the low 
production of cardamom in India was lack of 
adoption of scientific and integrated management 
practices. This has resulted in set back of India's 
competitiveness in the world marke t 
(Chandrashekhar 1988). As the international mar­
ket becomes increasingly competitive, only high 
productivity and low cost of production per unit 
area would ensure the survival of cardamom in 
India. 

A research-cum-demonstration trial was carried 

out during 1981-94 at North Kodagu (Karnataka, 
India) by adopting the high production technol­
ogy (HPT) evolved at Indian Institute of Spices 
Research, Cardamom Research Centre, Appangala. 
A record yield of 662.72 kg (dry) / ha with a net 
return of Rs. 1,10,360/ha was obtained (average 
of 10 crop seasons) in the trial as against the natio­
nal average of 140 kg/ha (Korikanthimath 1995). 

As no published information on replanting of 
cardamonl was available, further investigations 
on replanting of cardamom in 1 ha (out of total 
area of 2.2 ha of the demonstration plot) was 
undertaken from 1993 crop season onwards to 
study the growth and yield performance of 
replanted cardamom and to work out the 
economics. 

Materials and methods 
". 

General featllres 

A plot of 1 ha was selected at M/s Chettoli Estate, 
Chettalli (Kodagu District, Karnataka, India) for 
the study. This estate receives a well distributed 








