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Abstract

Studies were carried out at Chettalli (Karnataka, India) to select high
yielding accessions (lines) of cardamom (Elettaria cardamonmum) from
seedling progenies of Cl-37 in a cardamom plantation and also to identify
plants for earliness (vielding) coupled with high yield potential. Among
the 275 high yielding accessions selected, 49 entries (17.8% of total
entries) were classified as high yielders with a mean vield of 6537.01 ¢
wet capsules/clump. High variability for total yield and Bartlet Index of
carliness for yield was observed. The yield per clump varied from 325
to 7555 g wet capsules/clump. Entry No. 186 was identified to be a high
yielding early type having the highest Bartlet Index of 0.7084950 with
a total yield of 5156 g wet capsules/clump.
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One of the important reasons for the low
productivity of cardamom (Elettaria
cardamomum Maton) in India is the use
of unselected planting material. Large
scale propagation of cardamom is done
through sceds and the heterogenous
progeny is genctically not uniform due
to natural cross pollination. The high
degrec of variability in yield in the
seedling population of cardamom neces-
sitates selection and use of high yielding
clones to increase yield.

~Since the selections/clones are highly

specific in their agro-ccological require-
ments, higher yields can be realized
only when cultivated under optimum
conditions. Hence selection and clonal
multiplication of elite clones identified
in farmers’ fields is important,  This
paper reports the results of investiga-
tions carried out to select high vielding
clones of cardamom from the scedling
population of C1-37 (Malabar type) in a
farmers field.

Seedling populations raised from CI-37
were planted at a spacing of 2 m x 2 m
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(Table 2 continued on p.60)
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