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Abstract 

Field investigations were carried out at Kodagu (Karnataka, India) to 
study the nature of branching of panicles in 49 entries of cardamom 
(EleUaria cardamomam) of Mala bar type (CI-37, prostrate type). 
Considerable variations in the nature of branching and basa l 
branching, termina l branching a nd uniform branching throughout the 
length of the main ax is of the panicle were observed. The pattern of 
branching was secondary and tertiary in nature. The 49 entries were 
a lso assessed lor growth and panicle characters and cons iderable 
variations were observed for number of tillers, number of bearing 
ti llers, number of panicles per plant and number of branches per 
panicle . The number of pan icles per plant ranged from 12-148 and 
number of branches ranged from 17-31 per panicle. 
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Considerab le variations exist in carda
mom (Elettaria cardarnonuun Maton) 
with reference to morphological t raits 
(Abraham & Tulasidas 1958). 80me of 
the pronounced variants have charac
teristics such as compound panicles of 
varioll s types and termin al panicles 
(8udarsha n et of. 1988). The important 
characters directly contributing to yield 
in cardamom are number of tillers per 
plant, number of panicles per t iller, 
number of . racemes per panicle and 
number of capsu les per raceme . Hence 
these segregants need attent ion in crop 

improvement programmes (Korikan
thimath et al. 1997). A fi eld investiga
tion was carried out to study the nature 
of variants to assess the vari ability in 
morphological traits of multipl e (com
pound ) branching panicles in Ma laba r 
(p rostrate) type of cardamom . 

Forty nine mu ltiple branching plants 
were identified in a large scale research 
cum demonstration trial in area of 10 ha 
at Mis As hok Pl a n tatio ns at 
Ibbanava lvadi vill age (Kodagu District, 
Karnataka, India) raised with· CI-37 




