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Abstract 

Experiments were conducted at Chettalli, a predominantly coffee 
growing area in Kodagu District (Karnataka, India) to study the yield 
potential of coffee (Coffea robusta), cardamom (Elettaria cardamomwn), 
black pepper (Piper nigrum) and mandarin (Citms reticula.ta) in a 
mixed cropping system. Dry yield of coffee was signifi cantly higher 
when it was grown as mono crop (2163 kg/hal compared to mixed crop 
(1568 kg/ha). Cardamom when introduced as a single hedge by 
trimming the side branches of alternate rows of coffee, recorded an 
yield of 204.83 kg/ha. Black pepper vines trained on live standards of 
shade trees yielded 1222.15 kg/ha. Mandarin was severely infested 
with greening disease and there was no appreci able yield. The study 
indicated the feasibility of inroduction of high value crops like 
cardamom and black pepper as mixed crops for increasing the 
production and productivity of coffee plantations . 
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Intt-oduction 

There is an urgent need to increase the 
production and productivity of coffee 
plantations by introducing compatible 
component crops to harness land, water 
and solar energy with maximum effi
ciency. Cultivation of economic orchard 
crops such as orange (Coorg mandarin) 
in Kodagu (Karnataka), black pepper in 
Wynad (Kemla) and banana in Pulneys 
(Tamil Nadu) in coffee gardens has 

become an ·established practice in recent 
years. However in Kodagu, mandarin as 
a mixed crop. with coffee has become non 
productive due to greening disease. 
Hence, cardamom was introduced as a 
complementary crop to black pepper 
and mandarin cropping system in coffee 
gardens. !;Iowever, even after introduc
ing cardamom, mandarin was retained 
to provide shade to cardamom plants. 
Studies were conducted at Chettalli 
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