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ABSTRACT 

The compatibility and yield pattern of robusta coffee and arabica coffee both as mono 
and mixed crop with cardamom was studied in Kodagu, Karnataka. Rohusta coffee mix cropped 
with cardamom recorded 1988 kglha as against 2626 kglha as a mono crop. Cardamom as a 
mixed crop with rohusta coffee in double hedge recorded the highest yield of 1400.5 kg dry 
capsule/ha during the fourth year of its planting and the average of seven crop seasons was 
672.30 kglha. On an average the gross and net returns were more by 5.17 and 4.06 times in 
mixed cropping respectively compared to monocropping. The Net Present Worth (NPW) and 
Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) were higher in mixed cropping by 232.78 and 74.18% respectively, 
which indicated the profitability of mixed cropping of robusta cofee with cardamom over mono 
cropping of robusta coffee. 

Dry yield per plant and per hectare of arabica coffee as a mono crop was significantly 
higher compared to mixed cropping with cardamom. Dry cardamom capsule yield was highest 
during the third year of its mixed cropping with arabica coffee. There was reduction in the 
yield of arabica coffee per hectare when mix cropped with cardamom as the population of 
arabica coffee retained was exactly half by removing an alternate row (1134 plants/ha). The 
encouraging yield of cardamom obtained in the mixed cropping system, greatly compensated 
the total productivity and returns per unit area as revealed by economic analysis. Net return 
was _ higher by 303.1 per cent in the mixed crop stand as compared to mono cropping 

INTRODUCTION 

Coffee is a popular beverage all over 
world. In India, traditionally Robusta 
Arabica coffee are the two important 

species of coffee cultivated)n 
and valleys of western ghats. Coffee 

ltll'at€,d in three lakh hactares with an 
production of 200,000 M.T. per 

Among traditional coffee growing 
India, Karnataka enjoys the pride 

in terms of area and production, the 
from this state to the National 

around 70% comprising of around 
of arabica and 70,000 tonnes 

ty (86.03%) of the coffee 
in India are classified as small 

holdings of below two hectares. Productivity 
and economic returns from these small 
holdings are meagre. If at all returns from 
these holdings is to be improved, there is a 
need to grow high value and low gestation 
compatible crops like cardamom to improve 
and sustain high income from available land 
with a flow of income at different periods ' 
of the year (Awataramani, 1977; Bavappa, 
1977; Korikanthimath and Peter, 1992). 

In recent years, there has been a 
considerable interest in mixed/multistoreyed 
cropping in export oriented plantation crops 
because of the imperative need to increase 
production and productivity consequent 
upon the increased pressure on land. Thus, 
it is quite necessary to introduce more than 
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