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Abstract 

A field trial was conducted at Hakathur, Coorg (Karnataka) to study the production potential and economics of cultivation­
of cardamom in valley botloms under evergreen forest shade situations. The highes t yield of 1473 kg dry capsuJes/ha 
was recorded during the third year after planting as against an average seven crop seasons yie ld of 735 kg/ha . Cultivation 
of cardamom was found to be highly labour intensive as an average 1120 man days per ha were required during bearing 
period, which accounted for 61.6 % of Ihe tOlal expendilUre incurred on the various inputs required for a tota l seven 
crop seasons (1988·89 to 1994-95). A net income of Rs . I. 45, 065.7/ha was obtained with an average production cost 
of Rs. 87/kg. The discounting cash now measures viz. Net Present Worth (NPW) of Rs. 5.23,455/ha; Benefit Cost Ration 
(BCR) of 3.53; Pay Back Period (PBP) of 2.14 years and Inlernal Rale of RelUrn (lRR) of 59.08% showed Ihal 
cardamom is an economically viable and feasible crop for cultivation under va lley bonoms which retain soil moisture 
round the year, most suited for optimum growth and yield. 
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Introduction 

Cardamom. (Elel/aria cardalllolllllnl Maton) known 
for its distinct flavour and aroma is an acclaimed spice 

in the world. It is a native of high ranges of evergreen 
forests of south India. Its cultivation is mainly confined 
to Kerala (60%), Karnataka (31 %) and Tamil Nadu (9%). 

Until late seventies, India was enjoying near monopoly 
both in production and exports of cardamom. India's 

share in world trade from 70% came down to 41 % 

during 1984-85 [1]. Guatemala emerged as the main 

competitor both in production and exports of cardamom 
in the international market. Due to the efforts of various 

research organisations in the country, Spices Board [2], 
and the keen interest shown by the farmers to adopt 

High Production Technology (HPT) in recent years, the 
cardamom yield has increased from 41 kg (dry) capsule 
per ha during (1982-83) to 140 kg/ha (1998-99) [10]. 

Inspite of significant increase in the productivity, the 
area under cardamom plantation has come down to 

80,000 ha from 105,000 ha during 1987-88. The reasons 

for decline in the area may be due to highly fluctuating 

price and comparatively better price of cardamom 
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offered by coffee and pepper in the last 5-6 years. As 
a consequence, coffee and pepper have made fast inroads 

in the traditional cardamom growing areas. 

In recent years, mounting population pressure on 

land and more so on the high value plantation areas 
warranted the intensification of cropping systems, 
bringing even the marginal and wastelands for 

productive use . It is not very uncommon to come across 

some of the low lying swampy areas in the high ranges 

of Western Ghats of India which are not found sui lab Ie 
for cultivation of plantation crops like tea, coffee, rubber 
etc. Since, cardamom is a moisture and shade loving 

crop, it is worth attempting ·to study the production 

potential and the economics of productiBtr so a.s to ulili se 
the swamps situated in the valiey bottoms for profitable 
cultivation of cardamom. Interest in its cultivati'on has, 

therefore, been widespread and sustained efforts have 
been made in the recent times to grow cardamom on 
pre'jj.Pusly unutilised swa mp lands and ravines which 

abou~d in the cardamom growing tracts of India . 
Remarkable success has been achieved as early as in 

1966 in the swampy areas situaled in tea gardens in 








