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INTRODUCTION 

Card amom ( Ele ffa ria ca rdam om 
Maton) popularly known as the queen of 
spices is a native of high ranges of western 
ghats in South India. It is a ecofriendly 
and high value spice crop. Being pseophyte 
(shade loving), it is invariably cultivated 
beneath the ever green forest tree species. 
As there has been an alarming pressure 
on land in the recent years, it is imperative 
to bring the open vacant and uncultivated 
area by establishing the fast growing shade 
tree species for profitable cultivation of 
high value and low gestation spice crops 
like cardamom. Due to heavy rainfall and 
undulating nature of the topography of the 
lands situated in high ranges of western 
ghats, it is most important to minimise the 
soil erosion by adopting and establishing 
fast growing shade tree species. 

Silveroak (Grevillea robusfa), which 
belongs to the family proteacea is an 
exotic species, native of Australia. It has 
become very popular as an over head 
shade tree in coffee and tf;la estates. 
Besides afforestation in the vacant and 

open areas, it is also grown as avenue 
tree and in the gardens. Silver oak has 
adopted so well particularly to the high 
ranges of western ghats, now it looks as 
a native of India. With the favourable 
weather conditions, the trees grow as tall 
as 25 m and attain a girth of even as high 
as 2.5 m. The lower surface of leaves of 
this tree has light ash colour with silvery 
shining, hence the name silver oak 
(Krishnaswamy, 7). The tree is grown for 
dual purpose mainly as a shade for the 
plantation crops and also for manufacturing 
of light furnitures and other household 
purposes. 

Cardamom has been by and large 
cultivated as an undergrowth beneath the 
mixed ever green shade tree species. As 
there is no published information available 
on the performance of ca rd amom 
E'xclusively beneath the shade of silver 
oak trees, a fi eld investigation was 
undertaken to study the performance and 
productive potentiality of cardamom to work 
out the economic viability and ecologically 
sustainability in the vacant open marginal 
Ian!' afforestating with silver oak. 










