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Introduction 

I 

In India, horticnltnral crops comprises of Fruits, Vegetables, Flowers, Aromatic crops, Spices, 
Plantation Crops and Honey, occupies 24.19848 million ha with a production of 277. 352 million 
tones during 2013-14, out of which spices crop occupies 13.0% area and 2.1 % production. India 
- a 'Home of spices' grows as many as 70 spices. However, under the act of Parliament, a total of 
52 spices are brought under the purview of Spices Board out of 109 spices notified by the ISO. 
ICAR- Indian Institute of Spices Research(IISR), Kozhikode has mandated to work on black 
pepper (Piper nigrum L.), cardamom (Elettaria cardamomum Maton), ginger (Zingiber officinale 
Roscoe), turmeric (Curcuma longa L.), cinnamon (Cinnamomum verum J.S. Presl), clove (Syzygium 
aromaticum (L.) Merr. & L.M. Perry), nutmeg (Myristica fragrans Houtt), vanilla (Vanilla planifolia 
Andrews), paprika (Capsicum annuum L.), garcinia (Garcinia gummi-gutta L.) Roxb. and Garcinia 
cambogia (Gaertn.) Desr. The chilli (Capsicum annuum L.) works is under taken at ICAR insti
tutes like ICAR-Indian Horticulture Research Institute(IIHR), Bengaluru; ICAR-Indian Agricul
tural Research Institute(IARI), New Delhi and many SAU's and SHU's are working on various 
spices as each state grow one or other spices. Presently spices are grown in 3.16 million ha with 
production of 5.91million tones. 

The General Seed Certification Standards are applicable to all crops which are eligible for certifi
cation, and with field and seed standards for the individual crops, shall constitute the Minimum 
Seed Certification Standards. The word 'Seed' or 'seeds' as used in these standards shall include 
all propagating materials. 

I. Purpose of Seed Certification 

The purpose of seed certification is to maintain and make available to the public, through certifi
cation, high quality seeds and propagating materials of notified kind and varieties so grown and 
distributed as to ensure genetic identity and genetic purity. Seed certification is also designed to 
achieve prescribed standards. 

II. Certification Agency 

Certification shall be conducted by the Certification Agency notified under Section 8 of the Seeds 
Act, 1966. 
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III. Certified Seed Prodncer 

Certified seed producer means a person/or aniz . 
accordance with the procedures and standa;ds ofattlhon whof.gro";",s or distributes certified seed in 

e certl IcatlOn. 

IV. Eligibility Requirements for Certification of Crop Varieties 

Seed of only tho '. . . . se varIeties which are notified u d S . 
eligIble for certification. n er ection 5 of the Seeds Act, 1966 shall be 

V. Classes and Sources of Seed 

A. Breeder Seed 

Breeder seed is seed or vegetative ro a' '. 
~ponsoring plant breeder of the bre:di: g~~n:a matenal. dlfectl~ controlled by the originating or 
IS personally supervised by a qualified ~!t ~ rr;;ne or mst~tutlOn andlor seed whose production 
and recurring increase of Foundation seed. ree er and whICh provides the source for the initial 

Bre~~er seed shall be genetically so pure as to . 
certifIed Foundation seed class shall conform t ~uarantee ~hat m the subsequent generation i e 
oth~r ~uality factors of Breeder seed such as : he presmbe.d standards of genetic pUrity. Th~ 
be mdlcated on the label on actual basis.' p YSlcal purity, mert matter, germination etc. shall 

B. Certified Seed 

Certified seed shall be the seed certified by Certif . 
Seed~ Act, 1966 or seed certified by any C rtifi IcatlOn Agency notified under Section 8 of the 
pmv~ded the Certification Agenc has bee cation _Agency established in any foreign coun 
notifIcatIOn in the Official Gazette. Ycertifiede~:~os~~~lzed by the Central Government throu~ 
and Certified seed and each class shall conform to ~ cconllslst .of two c1.as~es, namely, Foundation 

. . e ,0 owmg descnption: 
1. CertIfIed Foundation seed shall b th 

dation seed which can be clearlye tra~ ~~gei of Breeder seed, or be produced from Foun
be produced from Foundation seed ~ .0 reeder seed .. Thus, Foundation seed can even 
the follOWing guidelines shall be ob' und~g the productIOn of certified Foundation seed 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

serve. , 

Certified Foundation seed produced di 
as Foundation seed stage-I; rectly from Breeder seed shall be designated 

Certified Foundation seed produced fro . 
nated as Foundation seed stage-II; m Foundation seed stage-I shall be desig-

Certified Foundation seed stage II '11 
seed and shall be used only fo; pr w~ ~ot be used f~r further increase of Foundation 

o uc IOn of Certified seed class' 
Minimum Seed Certification Standards shall b ' 
stage-I and II unless otherwise prescribed' e the same for both Foundation seed , 

Certification tag shall be of white colour for . 
shall contain the information as t 't both FoundatIOn seed stage-I and II and 

. 0 I S stage; 

Production of Foundation seed stage-II shall or' . 
crop varieties provided When . t . dlllardy be adopted in respect of such 
Breeder seed is in Short'suPPI/ IS expressly felt by the Certification Agency that 
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