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Introduction 

Cardamom (Elettaria cardamomum Maton), the "Queen of Spices" is the true cardamom belong­
ing to the Zingiberaceae, The area under cardamom (small) was 69,670 ha with a production of 
16,000 MT during the year 2013-14. Till late seventies, India was enjoying a near monopoly 
position in the world trade of cardamom. But situation since then has changed as the share of 
India in the world trade has declined. The main competitor is Guatemala. Hence, as the Interna­
tional market for cardamom is increasingly competitive, there is no other go except to increase 

production of domestic cardamom and to bring down cost of cultivation. There are mainly 
types/ cultivars in cardamom viz., Mysore, Malabar and Vazukka. Generally, Mysore and 

Valzulkka types are cultivated in Kerala and Tamil Nadu, whereas, Malabar type is cultivated in 

selections 

Parentage Year Released from Institute Yield Salient Features 
of kgIha for 
release (Dry) 

Clonal selection 1984 Regional Research 300 Erect and compact Karnataka 
from Malabar type Station, UAS, suitable for high density 

Mudigere, Karnataka planting, moderately tole-
rant to thrips,hairy cater-
pillar and white grubs 

Clonal selection 1996 Regional Research 476 Early maturing variety, Karnataka 
from Malabar type Station, UAS, suitable for high density 

Mudigere, Karnataka planting 

A selection from 1991 Cardamom Research 260 Long, bold capsule, Kerala 
Walayar Station, KAU, suitable for all cardamom and 

Pampadumpara, Kerala growing tracts of Karnataka 
Kerala and Karnataka 

Selection from 2000 Cardamom Research 982 Long bold capsules, high Kerala 
OP Seedlings of Station, KAU, dry recovery percentage, 
PV-I Pampadumpara, field tolerant to stem 

borer and thrips 
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