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ABSTRACT 

Large scale field trials were conducted by adopting High Production 
Technology at Chettalli (Coorg District, Karnataka, India) to study 
labour utilisation, input requirement and economics of cultivation of 
cardamom (Ele ttaria cardamomum ). A highest yield of 1625 kg/ha 
(dry) was recorded during the fourth year after planting. The average 
of nine crop seasons - 695.66 kglha (dry) obtained in the trials was 
12 times more than the national average yield of 58 kglha. Cultivation 
of cardamom was highly labour intensive. Out of 747.42 labour days 
required per halyear during bearing period, the requirement of women 
labourers was higher (64.05 per cent); 63 per cent of the labour 
requirement was for harvesting and processing alone. The annual 
maintenance cost was Rs. 35,148.00Iha. Partitioning of various inputs 
indicated that maximum expenditure was incurred towards labour 
(including supervisory charges) i.e., Rs. 19,574.50Iha (55.69 per cent). 
A net income of Rs. 1,09,967.1liha (average of nine crop seasons) was 
obtained with a production cost of Rs. 57.221kg (dry). 
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Introdu ction 

Cardamom (Elettaria cardamomum 
Maton) is commonly cultivated as an 
undergrowth in the evergreen forests of 
Western Ghats of South India in an 
area of 1,05,000 ha, mainly in Kera la 
(60 per cent), Karnataka (31 per cent) 

and Tamil Nadu (9 per cent). However, 
cultivation of cardamom as a mix-crop 
in arecanut and coffee plantations is not 
uncommon in certain parts of North and 
South Karnataka. In recent years, India 
has lost its near monopoly in world 
production and export of cardamom. In ' 
India, the cost of production is high 












