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Although about 17 diseases have 
been recorded in India both major and 
minor, two diseases which were 
considered negligible viz_ Leaf di
sease and anthracnose are gaining 
iinportance because of the damage the 
cause to black pepper. 

Anthracnose Colletotrichum 
gloeosporioides, Colletotrichum sp. 

SYMPTOM 

Colletotrichum gloeosporioides 
causes yellowish brown angular les
sions on the leaves and also infect 
berries at different stages of' the 
development. If infection occurs at 

. the curely stages of berry develop
ment further development is.·arrested. 
When infection occurs on mature or 
semi mature berries a crack, develops 
on the berry_ , 

A new type of anthracnose disease' 
is noticed in high altitudes of Kerala 
and Karnataka especially in Wynad 
and Coorg districts. - The infection 
causes reddish brown round lessions 
both 011 semi mature' and render 
leaves. When it infects in severe 
form the leaves become distorted and 
crinkled. It also infects tender stems 
causing occasional blighting. The· 
most important is the spike infection 
causing large scale spike sheldding 
during May - June period before the 
'asset of the heavy monsoon: spike 
shedding canges from 5 - 25 causing 
considerable loss_ 

:i~TIOLOGY AND 
EPIDEMIOLOGY 

In view of its minor incidence, 
cartier no detailed stUdies were car
ried out. Infection is noticed in mild 
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