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Phytophthora: foot rot and slow 
decline continue to be major disease 
problems in India. However in recent 
years, stunted disease of hlack pepper 
carlier known as liule leaf disease 
(Sanna et a/.,19X7, 1991) is gaining 
importance in India due to its in­
creased spread more in high altitude 
regions of Kcrala viz; Wynad and 
Idukki districts. This was also no­
ticed in Potlangi area of Orissa State 
(Personal communication), again at a 
high allitude area.. It is also noticed 
in the plains and occasionally in 
nurseries. In addition during 1986 
another discase"Phyllody" was re­
corded in an isolated area in Wynad 
district. Little attention was paid to 
investigations of these diseases since 
the major attention was for foot rot 
investigations. So far these diseases 
have not been noticed in Karnataka 
and Tamil Nadu areaS, the two. 
important pepper growing states nxt 
only to ,Kerala. 

Stunted disease: (little leaf disease) 

This was first noticed in a ahlack 
pepper nursery at District Agricul­
tural Farm, Neriamangalam, Idukki, 
Kerala during 1975 (PaiIy etal Inl). 
A similar disease was nolit:eu in 
Pulpally of Wynad region in 197R 
during routine surveys made by 
Scientists of National Research Ccn­
tre for Spiees (erslwhile CPR1 
Regional Station), Calictlt. Disease 
of similar nature has been reporlCd 
from Srilanka, Indonesia and Malay­
sia and the causal agents are not 
known. Investigation are underway 
to identify the causal agent. 

SIMPTOM 

Leaves of alfected vines appear 
small, crinkled and leathery, chlorotic 
patches/streaks are also noticed. In 
severe cases, the leaves become 
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