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INTRODUCTION 

Black pepper (Piper nigrum L), the 'King of Spices', originated in the Western Ghats of 
India and has been domesticated and spread to Southeast Asia, IiJrica and South 
America. Currently black pepper is cultivated in over eight coun~s. India accounts 
for about 26 percent of the world production and about 18 pen;nt of export. 

However, about 48 percent of the total area under black pep{er in the world is in India. 
Global production during 2004 is estimated to be around 326.500 tons and the export 
is estimated to be about 225,300 tons. 

In India, the pepper growing area is estimated to be about 257,770 ha (Source: DC & 
SD, Calicut). The average annual growth rate of pepper area and production are 8.80 
and 9.06 percent respectively (base year 1996-97). The world demand for pepper for 
2004 is projecled to be about 250,000 tons. 

The major weaknesses of the pepper industry in the country are low productivity, high 
cost of production, non·availability of sufficient healthy planting materials for replanting 
or fresh planting and crop loss due to biotic (diseases & pests) and abiotic stresses 
(drought). 

-
Pepper productivity in India is very low, about 375 kg/ha, compared to other producing 
countries. Black pepper is mainly grown in India as a mixed crop. This system 
optimises production per unit area and sustains production through periods of low 
price. A monocrop of pepper may not be as viable with the high fiuctuations in the 
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