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ABSTRACT 

CylindrocladiUm quinquiseptaturn causes a leaf rot and leaf spot disease of clove. 
The disease was observed for the first time in India on leaves of seedlings as well as 
mature trees, and was very severe on the seedlings. The fWlgal isolate was patho
genic to other myrtaceaeous hosts, namely. Eugenia jambolana, Pimenta dioica, 
Eucalyptus grandis, ~. maculata, and.§. globulus. 

Plant Dis. Reptr. 62: 562-564. 

Clove (Eugenia caryophyllus) is cultivated in the States of Kerala and Tamil Nadu in India, 
for the unopened and dried flower buds which comprise the clove of commerce. During a survey 
of clove plantations in different parts of Kerala and Tamil Nadu, the authors observed a severe 
leaf spot-leaf rot disease in seedlings and bearing trees of clove. The disease was severe 
during July-September, the period coinciding with the south-west monsoon, but occurred in a 
mild form throughout the year. The preliminary investigations are reported here. 

Symptoms: During the early stage of infection, minute water-soaked spots appeared all 
over the leaf. The spots later became necrotic with a chlorotic halo. Mature lesions were 
about 1-3 mm in diameter, and occasionally had a clear whitish center. In most cases, after 
coalescence the rnarginal lesions progressed inward, exhibiting typical leaf-rot symptoms. 
Rotting also appeared from the leaf tip downward, exhibiting a "tip burnt1 symptom, which 
occasionally involved half of the lamina (Fig. 1). Under conditions of high humidity, the ne
crotic areas often showed faint whitish, powdery sporulating masses, mostly on the lower side 
of the leaf. Leaf rot caused rapid defoliation. Spread of disease in nurseries was rapid during 
damp _weather with intermittent rain. In severe cases, complete defoliatioh and subsequent 
death of seedlings occurred. In mature trees severely affected branches remained bare because 
of heavy defoliation. 
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FIGURE 1. Cylindrocladium
infected clove leaves showing leaf 
rot and leaf spot symptoms. 






