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Summary 
Ginger (Zingiber officina Ie Rosc .) is believed to have originated in southeast Asia and now occurs only under 
cultivation. India is one of the world 's leading ginger-producing countries . Ginger is also grown in almost a ll tropical 
countries (southe rn China, Taiwan, Philippines, Sierra Leone, Jamaica, Nige ri a, Indonesia, Ma lays ia) . Many 
land races and improved cultivars of ginger which excel in yie ld and one or more quality tra its are available in India . 
Considerable va riability for yield and yield-contributing tra its are found in India's ginger germplasm. Geographical 
spread accompanied by genetic differentiation and divergence into locally adapted popula tions might have been 
respons ible for the variation encountered in this clonally propagated crop . A germplasm conse rvatory with 475 
accessions of ginge r and 988 accessions of related taxa is maintained at NRCS, Calicut. 

Introduction 
Ginger (Z illgiber officillale Rosc.) is a rhizomatous herba
ceous perennial, the underground rhizome of which is 
the source of an important spice. The ginger of commerce 
is the dried rhizome. Ginger is commonly used all over 
the world, especially in China where it forms an essential ' 
ingredient in most dishes. Ginger is used widely in the 
preparation of soft drinks and beverages such as gingerale, 
ginger beer, ginger tea, ginger· wine, bitters, cordials and 
liquors, and in candies, pickles, sa uces, preserves and 
bakery products. New products such as vitaminized ef
fervescent ginger powders are now common. Ginger forms 
a major ingredient in the trad itional medicine of India. 
Ginger oil is used in pharmaceutical preparations as a 
carminative, rubefacient and stimul ant for alcoholic 
gastritis, dyspepsia, fl atulent colic, etc. It is also pre
scribed as an adjunct to many tonics and stimulating 
remedies, and is used in veterinary med icine, in cases of 
indigestion in horses and cattie, in spasmodic colic of 
horses and to prevent the griping by purgatives. Related 
species, Z. zerll1llbet and Z. cnS /WllI/mar, are employed as a 
hot remedy for coughs, asthma, worms and in skin dis
eases. (Kirtikar and Basu 1984) . Ginger also is used in 
certain toiletry articles. 

The centre of origin of ginger is not clearly' known, 
although it is believed to have originated in southeast 
Asia (Bailey 1949, Pa rry 1969) . From there, ginger might 
have spread to south Asia which is now the predominant 
ginger-growing region. 

Maximum variability for cultiyated ginger exists in 
the northeastern region of India. Ginger was introduced 
into Europe in the 9th century 'AD (Lawrence 1984) and 
was brought to the Mediterranean region from India by 
traders during the 13th century. Purseglove el al . (1981) 
reported that ginger was known in Europe by the 1st 

century, in Germany and France during the 9th century 
and in England in the 10th centu ry. 

Zillgiber is included in the tribe Hedychieae of 
Zingiberaceae, and in the series Zingibereae, which con
ta ins only one genus, Zillgiber (Mabberley 1987). The ge
nus Zillsiber was divided into fo ur sections by Baker (1880) 
and the cultiva ted ginger Z. officillale is included in Section 
II, Lampuzium. Baker (1880) described a total of 24 spe
cies of Zillsiber fro m the Indo-Ma layan region, while 
Gamble (1925) reported seven species from south India 
including Z. officillale. 

Ginger was first described by Van Rheede in 1692 in 
his 'Hortus IndicllS Malaba ricus' the first printed docu
ment on the plants of the western coast (Malabar coast) of 
India. In 1807 Roscoe described Z. officillale from a plant in 
the botanical ga rden at Liverpool and referred to it as 
A IlIO"""" zillgiber Wild (Sp.pl.l.P6). Linnaeus' AII/OIIIIII II 

zillgiber is the basionym of the species. The genus AIIIOIIII/III 

of Linnaeus is a nomenclatural synonym of the conserved 
generic name Zillg iber Boehm, so the correct name of 
ginger is Zil1giber 0fficil1ale Roscoe. 

At present, ginger is cultiva ted in India, China, Tai
wan, Philippines, Sierra Leone, Jamaica, Fiji and Nigeria 
on a commercial sca le. India produces about 1 4~5 20r 
tonnes of ginger annually from an estimated area of 53 300 
hectares. Ind ia's export of ginger during 1991-92 was 
1 560 OJl8'tonnes (Peter 1994) . Ginger is grown' in almost 
all the states; Kerala leads in area and production. 

Many ginger cultivars, mainly identified by their lo
ca lity of cultivation/collection, are preva lent in Indi a. 
Many of these cultivars are confined to particular trac ts 
only and are seldom known outside that area . These local 
races are facing the threa t of extinct ion for many reasons, 
the most important being the rhi zome rot caused by 
PyllIill lll spp . and the bacterial wilt caused by PSel/dOlllOllas 








