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ABSTRACT 

Three dilTerent procedures of inoculation were adopted to screen the 
pepper cultlvars. (1) Adding the inoculum directly to the rooted cuttings 
rlliscd In polythenc bllg. (2) Dipping root system in inoculum for 10 
minutes and later transplanting. (3) Keeping the rooted cuttings III 
iuocululll for 48 hrs. and later transplanting. The last procedure 
gave conslstant results and WIlS hence adopted for rapid screening. 

INTRODUCTION 

Quick wilt (Foot-rot and root rot) of black pepper (Piper 
lIigrlllll L.) caused by Phytophthora pailllivora (Butl.). Butl. is a 
seriou s menace limiting the production of black pepper in all 
pepper growing countries and has been reviewed recently 
(Nambiar and Sarma, 1977). Locating resi stance/tolerance in 
cultivars of black pepper and also in wild types, and if found 
incorporating the same into high yielding cultivars is one of the 
approaches . to tackle the problem. 

Black pepper being the native of Western Ghats in India, 
germplasm collection of both cultivars as well as wild types of 
Piper sp. has been started by Central Plantation Crops Research 
Institute. rn view of the high variability .of the seedlings raiscd 
from the open pollinated seed of the cultivars in Kerala the sced
ling progenies of different cultivars arc also being screened for 
resistance. A rapid screening technique has been standardised 
and is reported herein . 

. MAl'ERIALS ANI) METHODS 

Phytophthora isolate frolll the Collar infections of black 
pepper was raised on Oatmeal agar mcdium on 90 mm petri plates. 
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